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=> ＋ bog: comes — * 1 
expected Anſwer to my. 2ueker- 
Conference; in which I find my 
ſelf deceived in two Things. The 
fr f. is the Nature of the Perfor- 
mance, which by the Time that 
bath. been ſpent about it one would have thought 
might have been ſomewhat tolerable. The orber, 

hat inſtead of itꝭ coming from Foſeph Middleron, the 
Perſon with whom the Debate was held, it bears the 


the main Diſpute than 25 a common Auditor. This 
— of the Quaker Management is really Entertain- 

What, is Jeſepb Middleton. ſo r much gal 4 
har he, cannot yet endure a ſucond touch Certain: 
che Friends muſt be ſadly pent, that they are chug 
occed to call in freſh Supplies upon every. 
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ISS: "I 
White, who it was ſaid ſhould undertake 17 all on a 
ſudden up ſtarts Middleton. By this time it ems Mid! 
Aleton is pretty well fatisfyed ; down there 
he, and up ſprings George Gibſon, The next bout 
ſuppoſe our Friend Gibſon will think (a) ſilence on fi 
Tor to be mot proper; and it may ( remain.» 

0 


"Aer tk 

body elſe, to give forth a word of Intelligence, After hi 
mas White's Speech may come to him, and he may 
(e) find freedom to Diſpute. And then by that time Fu 
ſepb Middleton may have taken Breath enough, and 
he may give us a broadſide before we are aware of it, 
It is really very tireſome to be thus peſter d with a Set 
of Men, who either have not Senſe enough to know 
when they are confuted, or not Modeſty enough to 
confeſs it and be ſilent. But let them ſhift and change 
as often as they pleaſe; I fear neither the Number of 
| theſe Adverſaries, nor their Power, There is but 
1 one Fayour I have to Requeſt of them, which i 
i that the next Perſon they pitch upon for their Chan. 
| pion, be one who underſtands at leaſt common Senſe 
This one would think they ſhould be willing to 175 
tify me in, becauſe in reality tis a favour; begg'd in 
behalf of themſelves. How much a good Cauſe oft- time: 
ſuffers, thro' che Weakneſs of choſe who undertake 
to defend ic, every one knows; and how much theirs, 
which is of it ſelf ſo bad; that it needs not to be 
made worſe by an ill Management, has ſuffer'd by 
this means, this ſingle Inftance may, T hope in time, 
convince them of, If the Dwakers are ney perſwadel 
that their Principles are capable of a ſolid Defence, 
they have ſhown themſelves either very careleſs, 0 
very ignorant, in throwing the Burden of it upon 
ſuch unequal Shoulders. If on the contrary they be- 
lieve they are not, and had notwithſtanding a mind 
to ſet a good Face on the matter, they ſhould me- 
thinks have been ſo wiſe ' as to have ſought out for 
ſomebody, who was able to make up by Cunning 
— Iu—m— — — — ———_—_—_ 
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what is wanting in Strength. But it may be; ſucha 
Politick Man as this would have been ſenſible that 
the Deformities of the Cauſe are too great to be con- 
cealed, by any Colours that can be laid upon it 3 an 
therefore would have choſe, rather than to ventute 
' his own Reputation, to leave it to one, who ſhould 


n _ 


at the ſame time, not in a Condition to loſe much 
Credit with the wiſer Part of Mankind, by the Mean» 
neſs of his Performance. 


nen 

F. 2. After all, there may be more Heads concen- 
ed in this Contrivance than we are like ever toknow 
of. Take my word for it, Reader, this Tel, as 
coarſe a one as it is, was not fitted up at one Forge, 
nor is it the Work of a ſingle Artificer, * It bears Date 
the 27th of the 8th. Month, (which is our October) 
in the Year 1714. and was not publiſhed till ahout 
July 1715. Do you think now that this Paper has 
been aſleep. all this while? Nothing leſs. I have 
heard of its travelling thro my own Pariſh, and elſe» 
where, in Manuſcript, at leaſt fox. Months before it 
appear'd in Print; during which time it might have 
been licked over by ſeveral of the moſt. conſiderable 
vs Qualers in Great - Britain. Whether George Gibſon has 
„made the beſt Uſe of his Time, T cannot ſay; We 
may however from hence reaſonably enough con- 
clude, that ſince he firſt hammer d it out, it has had 
the Advantage of a Poliſh, from the moſt able of his 
Neighbouring Friends. So that we are to look up- 
on this as the Joynt Reply of the whole Body, at leaſt 
of the Chief of thoſe who were concerned in tlie 
Conference; which indeed is one great Motive with 
me to take it into Conſideration. For did I believe 
that this was altogecher the Work of him: whoſe 
Name it bears, or at leaſt not ſomething which the 
reſt have approved of, and will ſtand by; I ſhould 
exeeedingly grudge every Moment of Time, that 
muſt be ſpent in the Confutation of it. * 
| | * 
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incum bont duty, me under an apparent obligation upon 


common Cauſe) to enter the Lifts: with a p Hom, 
awhich' may be cruſnhed to pieces with the tut of 


one's Heel, or with the weight 15 3 
George Gibſon has dealt pretty plainly and openly with 
uns in chis Mattter. (4) Leß, ſays he, ſome foberiand 


velig ivoſiy inclined People, ſhould be fumbled, ſuſpecting· 
12 fomewhat culpable, if WE altogather paſs it in f. 
lente; it may' be expedient to give a word of intelligence, 10 


inform the under ſtandings of thoſe, aud check the follies of 
' others, Alſo to clear our Chriſtian Arn e in the fight of 
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blick -occaſion ; the' diſcharge of which it the intent i 
Pheſe following lines. Who are fee U S and WE the 
Man talks of? Not ſurely our Friend George Gibſon 
only, No, far be it from the Saints to fpeak after d 
ungodly, and unchriſtian a manner as to ſay WB, 
when they are ſpeaking of à ſingle Perfon ! Phe 
plain Truth therefore is , thar'thoſs who were fal 
that People ſhould be ftumbled, and therefore thought" i 
their duties upon this publick occaſion, to give a word of in. 


Men, 4c it may pleaſe the Lord ta enable 


telligence, were George Gibſon, and the reſt of his Bre- 


thren the Quaker; who having, as they ſuppoſe, di 
charged the Obligation they lay under by; muſt alſo be 
ſuppoſed to have diſcharg their Heads together for 
tbe Production of , theſe following Lines. And that 
this is Matter of Fact, I am aſſured from the Mouth 
of a very conſiderable Qualer in theſe Parts; WH 
told me, that he himſelf had the Peruſal of theſe 
Papers, and made fuch Amendments and Alterations 
therein, as he thought fit; and alſo, chat the ſame 
Liberty had been taken by ſeveral others beſides. 86 
that the Name GEORGE GIBSON, which 
ſtands glaring upon the Title-Page, in broad Letters 
from an Individual, is now become's Name of Multi 
tude ; and till the Quabers will be fo kind, as to gilt 
whe r B 
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us 2 particular Account of tlie Petſdns' who were 
concerned in rearing up this mighty Fabriek, th 
Reader 15 at Liberty to lay it upon as many Shoulders 
as hie pleaſes. Only let him take cate not to ſuy tou 
much upon George Gibſon; for by all chat I could łveb 
eive or hear of the Man, he ſeems to be no mori 
qualify d to manage à Diſpute, than be is tb hielt 
about the biggeſt Hammer he has in His Shop with his 
little Finger. I have ſeen ſome Writing; when ds 
upon very good Grounds believe to be his f a 
do aſſure the Reader,» that he is not able to Spell trus 
Engliſh. - But be this as it will; Tis fufhcient ſdt 
Purpoſe to have ſhown, that this Book 2 
Work of more\Quakerr than one and that the 

at leaſt of thoſe who were preſeht at the late Cn. 
ference; have approved of, and Gore my it, us theic 
Anſwer to my printed Account of it. Fer herby 
the Reader will underſtand, that I am not now 
ving a Reply to out Herford Smub oniy, (Which, as 
I hinted before, is an Undertaking tob mean for un 
one to engage himſelf in) but to the whole Body 


* 


of thoſe, wich whom J have been eontern d. 


$. 3. I muſt confeſs, that were I to ſtick cloſely c 
the Conditiom I propoſed at the Cloſe of my Gon- 
ference , . I mighrexcuſe my ſelf this Trouble, even 
tho'-all the Drakers in the Kingdom had publickly 
own d the and fer theit Names to it. For the 
Arguments therein alledged, are indeed not weighty 
enough to deſerve an Anſwer ; the whole being lie- 
tle elſe beſides Shuffling and Impertineney; which 1 
there declared, I ſhould judge worthy only to be 
deſpiſed. And I was in hopes, that ſüch à Caution 
as this might have prevail'd upon the ©sekers," vicher 
to offer ſomething in behalf of themſelves, which 
would carry with it at leaſt the Hppearance of: good 
Argument, or elſe to have held their Tongues. Bar 
perhaps they choſe rather to write after this filly man- 
ner, on purpoſe that they might have no notice _ 


ſſoon profeſs d my ſelf a Maſter of, Not more too foon, 


8 AE P:L T ve the 

of chem; well knowing that there are many in the 
World, and particularly amongſt their own Sect, who: 
look . every thing that goes under the Name f 
an Anſwer, to be really ſuch ; and who think chat: 
the la Blow , tho never ſo inconſiderable, amounts? 
always to an entire and compleat Victory. But I am 
reſolved, that for this time they ſhall reap no Advan- 
tage from that Contempt which they might have: 
| ſhelter'd themſelves under, had their Manner of treats! 
ing me been more civil, and their Principles leſs dans: 
ous. And I am ſo much the leſs inclin'd to favour: 
| in this Point, becauſe I have now a very fait 
Opportunity given me, of explaining more fully: 
ſome Things, which have hitherto been only juſt 
touched upon; and thereby of clearing my Princi- 
ples, from ſome Aſperſions which theſe Men have 
caſt upon them, and which may be of ſome Weight 
with thoſe who are not uſed to conſider. © 
* In his Preface, George Gibſon lays 5 (e) that I have 
eatly treſpaſſed upon the Catechiſm of. the Church of Eng- 
d. Elſewhere ; (F) That I have argued 'contrary 

to thoſe Doctrines that I am obliged to . a. inſtrult 
others in. In ſhort, he gives me very roundly to un- 
derſtand, (g) That I am ſo far frayed from the Floths 
of the Reformed Churches, as openly to ſhiw wy ſelf in the 
Midnight of Popiſu Apoſtacy. This, youll ſay, is home 
enough. And yet he thinks all this to be ſo very 
plain, (5) that ſome. of my Superior Brethren may ſee it 
heir Places, to take an Opportunity to advertiſe and inflruft 
we better in that Doctrine or Art, which I have much #0 


perhaps, than George Gibſon has undertaken to writs 
Vindicat ions. But George Gibſon is to be inform'd, that 
the Art, in which my Degree in the Univerſity 
gives me the Title of Maſfer, is not that Art where 
in he now ſays I want to be better inſtructed, i. e 
vinity; but ſome other Art which he knows nothing 
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of: This he might have been told; hut then a ſmar | 
turn of Raillery had been loft, and fo tis e en as we 
as tis. Well, we will excuſe an illiterate Mechanic 
in ſuch a Miſtake as this; and conſider the Reafort 
why he thinks I am ſo much in want of better Iuſtrucki- 
en; and this ic ſeems is, becauſe (as he ſuppoſes) E 
have (i) argued for the Uſe of Water excluſive of the Spirit, 
and abſolutely reftritted the ics | Gift of the Holy Gho#t 
to one Generation. only, Now if I have done thus much, 
I ſhall then grant that I do indeed want to be better 
inſtructed ; and though I am perſwaded that every | 
underſtanding Perſon who has read my Conference, . 
or even this Anſwer, muſt needs ſee without any fur- 
ther Notice, that this is only a Sunder of George Gib. 
ſon and his Friends; or elſe what is worſe, a moſt 
maliciows Calumny; yet, as I hinted before, thoſe who 
are not accuſtomed to conſider ſeriouſly of what they 
read, may perhaps want ſome Afﬀſtance in order to 
make them duly ſenſible of it. Tis for ſuch that theſe 
Papers are. chiefly intended; and I hope to make it 
plain, even to the moſt ordinary Capacities, that 
what I have taught concerning Water-Baptiſm' is ex. | 
actly agreeable to the Doctrine of the Church of 
England, and withal to convince them how little re- 
gard is due to what theſe Men have here offered; in 
order to expoſe and run down that ſacred Inſfitution 
of our bleſſed Saviour. N nnn 
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F. 4. I thought it neceflary to premiſe thus much 
by way of Apology for this Reply. I come now to 
the Book it ſelf ; Concerning which I cannot” but 
make one general Remark, viz, That the Quakers + 
have not dared to charge me with any foul dealing 
in repreſenting the Conference, as it ſtood, between 
Foſeph Middleton and me. And therefore I hope the - 
Reader will take this Silence as a full Acknowledgment 
of my Imparctiality ; ſince tis by no means likely that 


(i) p. 36. | | MITES 
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if I had either concealed any thing that was ſaid. or ; 
fer down any thing which was not ſaid, their Zeal - 


for their Cauſe would have ſuffered them to have 
aſſed it over. George Gibſon ſays indeed, that (&) I 
ave given an imperfett Account in my Book, of [ome Diſ- 
courſe, which I had with HT M at the Conference, in not 


publiſhing it with the reft, as was expected by Perſons of 
divers Perſuaſious. If there were any ſuch Perſons as 
theſe, they were very unreaſonable. For what had I 


to do to take notice of what George Gibſon ſaid, in the 
Report of a Conference held with Foſeph Middleton? 
He was the Man that was fixed upon by the Friends 


to anſwer my Objections; and accordingly he was 


the only Man whoſe Anſwers were taken down in 
Writing. Methinks then it was enough of all Con- 
ſcience to acquaint the World fairly and truly whar 
theſe Anſwers were, without troubling either it or 
my. ſelf, with a Rehearſal of the Impertinencies of 
every one that thought fit to interpoſe. Had any 
thing been offer'd more ſolid by George Gibſon, or any 
other, than what was ,offer'd by Foſeph Middleton, in 


Anſwer to any of my Arguments, I ſhould not have 


failed to have inferted it with the Reſt, tho' even this 
I ſhould not have been obliged to by the Rules of the 
Diſpute. But that nothing of this kind was offer'd 

I appeal to any one who will but be at the trouble of 
reading George Gibſon's own Account, in which he 
will not find any thing of moment urged, which was 
not offer d by Foſeph Middleton, and ſer down accord- 
ingly. But that which renders this Complaint with⸗ 
out excuſe, is, that there was ſcarce any thing ſaid 


by George Gibſcn, that had any Relation to the Matter 


in Debate, which I have not publiſhed with the reſt. 
The Reader may convince himſelf of this, by com- 
paring my Conference from p. 43. to the end, with 
George Gibſon's Reply from p. 10. to p. 15- Ay, but! 
did not ſer down al. That is, I did not ſet down 4 


(.) p. 7. 
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great 
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great deal that was nothing to the purpoſe. For In- 
ſtance; I did not ſet down what paſſed between 
George Gihſen and me concerning Perfection. I did not 
let Folks know how that George Gibſon hoked upon me 
and my Friends, and thought it ſtrange that we ſhould all be. 
ſo forgetful of good old Simeon. I did not take notice 
of that notable Concluſion of his, viz. That upon 
our Principles, all bo are baptized with Water, are 
therefore ſaved, Nor of his clever way of accountin 
for St. Peter's commanding the Gentiles to be baptize 
with Water, b alleging, a State of Infancy in the Apo- 
fle's Underſtanding. Theſe things I ſay, which make 
up the main of that defect which George Gibſon hath. 
ſupplied, I did not ſer down; and it would have 
been very wonderful if I had; for as to ſeveral of them, 
I do not remember that George Gibſon ever ſaid them. 
They might be ſaid, ſo far as I know; bur if they 
were, George Gibſon inſtead of finding fault, ought to 
have thanked me for forbearing to take notice of ſuch 
Aſſertions, as muſt effectually expoſe him to the Con- 
tempt and Ridicule of any Man that has but a com- 


mon ſhare of Underſtanding. 


F. 5. But I perceive the Man is reſolved to let Folks 
know, that he js able ro ſpeak, tho' it be never ſo 
much to his own diſcredit; and therefore ſince he 
has gratifyed himſelf fo far, I will gratify him a little 
farther, and he ſhall have no occaſion hereafter ro 
complain that I have not taken ſufficient Notice of _ 
him. And becauſe he makes ſuch a ſtir in his Book 
about Perfection, tho it be ſomewhat out of the way; 
Iwill here briefly conſider what he has ſaid upon that 
Point, That we had ſome Diſcourſe upon that Sub- 
jet, after the Conference with Foſeph Middleton was 
ended, I do very well remember ; but as to the Par- 
ticulars of it, they are now ſlipt out of my Mind. 
However, Lam willing to take George Gibſon's Ac- 
count of this Matter, ſo far as it relates to what was 
ſaid by Him, By Him, I ſay; for as to that which he 

B 2 pretends 
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pretends to have been ſaid by me, a great part of it is” 
a mere Figment of his own Brain. (I) Henry Stebving, 
ſays he, objected, ſaying, That Perfettion was not attainas 
ble ; but that there was ſuch a common Gift of the Spirit as 
you (the Quakers) hold forth, whereby People might keep © 
out of the groſs Enormities of the World, and walk indiffe- 
rently in all Civil Cauſes, but not to a ſinleſs Perfection. 
Did I ſay all this, George? Then where was thy Ho- 
neſty, when thou wouldſt endeavour to make the 
World believe, that I reſtrict the cleanſing Gift of the 
Holy Gho#t to one Generation only? Do ye reſtrict the 
cleanſing Gift of the Holy Spirit to one Generation 
only? You would think your ſelves very ill uſed if 
we ſhould fay fo. If therefore it be true what thou | 
ſay'ſt, that I did grant that there was ſuch a common 
Gift of the Spirit as you hold forth, then 'tis plain that T 
do not reſtritt the cleanſing Gift of the Holy Ghoft to one 
Generation only. Burt I need not go this way to work | 
to clear my ſelf from that Charge, becauſe I have 
another way of doing it, as I ſhall ſhew by and by, 
[ And therefore, George, tis falſe to ſay that I did grant 
[ that there is ſuch a common Gift of the Spirit, 
| you hold forth, For all the World knows that. that 
= which you bold forth as the common Gift of the Spirit is, 
Inward, Immediate Revelation ; and you mult needs bg 
ſenſible, that ſuch a common Gift of the Spirit as this, 
was never at any time granted by me. But it ſeems 
I did further aſſert, that by this common Gift of the 
Spirit Men might keep out of the groſs Enormities of the 
World, and walk indifferently in all Civil Cauſes, but nd 
to 4 jivleſs Perfection. This Man, I perceive, has fuch 
a ſtock of Nonſenſe, that he can pleaſure other Folks 
with ſome upon occaſion. What doſt thou meaty 
Friena, by walking indifferently in all Civil Cauſes ? Who 
but a 2uaker could ever utter ſuch unintelligible Far- 
gon as this? The Reader may believe I faid theſe 
words, if he thinks that I da not underſtand common 
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Senſe; 
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QUAKER Vindication. 8 
Senſe; but if he thinks otherwiſe, he muſt ſuppoſe 
that what I ſaid. was to this. purpoſe, viz. That by the 
Aſſsſt ances of God's Spirit Men might keep from all wilfol 
and deliberate ſms ; but that ſtill there would. be {ome Frail- 
ties and Imperfection: behind, which they not 
rid themſelves of. Theſe are my Thoughts of the mat- 
ter, and this, or ſomething to the ſame Effect, II 
poſe 1 might ſay. Well, and what ſays George Gib/op 
to all this? Why thus it ſeems he anſwer d, (ba 
Not ions do thou come up withal ? | How many. Per fest iam: 
doſt thou male? It i either Perfectiom or not Perfection 
5% there are degrees. Of which Argument George Gil 
7, muſt make Senſe, before he can expect that I 
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es ON a 
7 C. 6. By this Inſtance the Reader may take notice 

e that he is not to truſt George Gibſon, when he-under- 

- (WF cakes to repreſent matters as ſpoken by me. He has 

2 ſerved me thus more than once, as every unpartial 
Judge will eaſily perceive. To add one Inſtance 
more to the former. At p. 4. having informed us 
that a: parting (after the Conference was ended) be de- 
it fed us not to go away and boaft, for that aue bad not proved 
ic WY one Tittle of the Charge of Hereſy again them; he ſets 
0 Wl 4p yn theſe words as my Anſwer, I thought I bad ſuffi 
is, cen: Pray God open your Eyes to ſee it, that it may 
ns bereafter reſtect upon you. Special Nonſenſe again, as 
ne WW was ever penn d! But I hope the Reader will have ſo 
be WW much Charity for me, as to think that theſe and the 
ot WI like Paſſages, which favour ſo rank of the Duekere 
ch! 74iom, were the Quaker, words and not mine. Bute 
he proceeds, (n) Henry Stebbing Avery d, Can. ven 
live without Sin? I Anſwered, Better than with it: Ihn 
not that Sin is aſſiſting unto Life, but rather to Death, for 
the Wages of Sin Death. That is to ſay, if 2D 
Gibſon were a little better, he would be never the wor 
This was wiſely ſpoken! But, Friend, doſt thou de- 
— — — —— — —— k ñ́4ũłU— U—T——4 
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a matter as this) thou art then a great way beſides the 
be better if a Man could live without Sin; nor yet 


Perfection, he would thereby be in danger of by 


when attained one may be the better. Now if this be 


14 A NEF L Y to the 


ſign here only to entertain us with a Jeff? If tho 

doſt, it may do well enough, only the Misfortune is, 
tis 2 little too Stale. But if thou art in earneſt, (and 
who would think that ſo grave a Saint as George Gib- 
ſon ſhould be ſo vain as to break a. joke in ſo ſerious 
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Queſtion. For we are not enquiring whether it ould 


whether ſuppoſing a Man to have once attained t 


immediately into a fit of Sickneſs which may coſt hi 
his Liſe; for in theſe Points I ſuppoſe we are all 
agreed. But the Queſtion is, whether it be poſſible 
that Man, fo long as he is in this Life, can be wholly 
without Sin? Now if thou thinkeſt it a good Argu- 
ment to prove that it i poſſible, to ſay that he can live 
without Sin, better than he can with it, then by the 
fame way of arguing I will undertake to prove, that 
a Fool is capable of underftanding Divinity, an Afs 
Mathematicks, or that George Gibſon, if he pleaſes, may 
be'a Prophet, For the Foundation of this Argument 
is, that tis always poſſible to attain that for which 
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true, a Fool I ſay may underſtand Divinity; becaule 
it would be better for him if he did: An A/ may 
alſo be well skilled in the Art, v. q. of Meaſuring ; for 
it would be better for him if he were; and o og 
In ſhort, George, if this Rule be true, thou may ſt be 
Prophet, Alderman, Lord Mayor, or what thou wilt, 
What ſay'ſt? Would it not be better for thee if thou 
wer't Maſter of an Eſtate of Five or Six Hundred 
Pounds a Year? I will anſwer for thee it would, 
Cheer up then and be brisk : Throw away thy Bout- 
hammers, and ſpeak for a Conweniency and Six; thou 
needſt not want ſuch an Eſtate, if thou canſt but be- 
lieve thine own ſelf; nay, if that will not do, thou 
may'ſt the ſame way argue thy ſelf into a poflibiliry 
of being Maſter of both the Indies. Wherefore, Friend, 
out of pure Love and Friendſhip to thee and * 
4 2 


I 


2 


Be wiſe, and make the beſt ont; for I do aſſure 
thee , that if thou can'ſt but make it to hold, thou 
may ſt have, do, and prove, whatſoever thou haſt a 
mind 40... | EP 


9. 7. But now comes a Clincher! (0) F ii be your 
Principle, that Perfection & not attainable in ths Life, the 


more unworthy Men you are, for, impoſing it upon the People; 


bringing them under à ſolemn Promiſe and Vom, which 
a 4 Curſe if it be not kept; viz. That they ſhall forſake 
the Devil and all bis Mork: keep God's Holy Will and 
Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the Days of their 
Life. Whereupon George Gibſon cries out with great 
Aſtoniſnment, Is not this Perfection, if it be kept to ? 
Can any of you deny it ? Yes, George, I can, and do 
deny it. We do not enjoin Men to do more than 
they can; nor does God require it; nor can an 

Man promiſe it. He that keeps from all wilful an 

deliberate Sins, does for/ake the Devil and all bis Works : 
Nor will it hinder, if he has ſome Frailties which 
he cannot conquer. For ſuch Frailties as theſe are 


Natures, On the other Hand, he keeps God's boly Will 
and Commandments, who performs all that God com- 
mands him to do : But to be abſolutely free from all 
manner of Failings, God does not command; On 
the contrary, ſuch Depravities as are not wilful and 
deliberate, he will diſpenſe with thro' the Merits of 
Chriſt ; and therefore to keep God's Holy Will.and 


his, I think, is a plain and ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
eorge Gibſon's Query. Whether I ſaid thus much at 
he Conference, I cannot now tell. George Gibſon would 
make his Readers believe, that I and my Friends 

ere ſadly put to it, to anſwer this thund'ring Ob- 
jection ; for, it ſeems, we were obſerv'd to look much. 


©. 
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mily, I do return thee this Argument juſt as I had it. 


not the Works of the Devil, but the Imperfe&ions of our. 


Commandments, does not imply à finleſs Perfection. 
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Hould ſuppoſe this latter to have been the Caſe; he 


ſtarted this Diſcourſe. But thoſe who were then 
preſent know very well, that it was not my way 
but the Qua kert, to run from the Queſtion into ot 
Matters; and therefore tis moſt likely, that h 
were the Perſons who firſt brought in this vie 
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aon one-apother, and feem'd willing to end the Bib 
with this Compliment, ſaying, Du and I ſhall wot Jiffe 
much about that. Tis one of George Gibſon's ufual Comp 
1 to reprefent Matters unfairly. Tis poli: 
le that I and my Friends might look much upon on 
not ber; and if we did, I hope we might da it wich- 
out Offence, or without being fuppoted to have no- 
thing to fay. There were, I remember, many Oc: 
cafions-given us, which made us look very much one 
on another; viz. thoſe impertinent Replies, Whie 
George Gibſon and his Friends oft· times gave to my Os 
ections; and their pertinacious inſiſting upon meꝶ; 
rifles, for want of better Things. If the Reader 


may probably be in the right; and then he will ie 
Reafon fafficient, why I ſhould be willing to put al 
end to the Diſcourſe. For what was all this to the Bw 


ſſmeſs of Water-Baptiſm ? Or who, that had been hay: 


raſsd by theſe Men for four Hours before, wohl 
not be willing to put an end to ſuch Diſcourſes, 
had no manner of Relation to the Point that had 
been debated? George Gibſon, therefore; thinks "ted 
highly of himſelf, if he ſuppoſes that IT deſigned 
as à Compliment to him, i. e. (as I fuppoſe he means} 
as an Approbation of what he had ſaid, when 1 toll 
him, that he and I ſhould not differ much about that 
No, George; If I did fay thefe Words, (and ſome 
thing liks'them 1 remember I did Ey) it was ol 
to let thee know, that we were diſputing upon ſomes 
thing which was foreign to the Buſinef in Handy 
and about which I did believe there would bend 
great Occaſion of Difference between us, provided 
we could once agree about greater Matters. Gearfi 
Gibſon is pleaſed to ſay, that I was the Man who'll 
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tion, till they came to that 


on, that we are all of us 2 


what” is this Change 
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and here indeed the Concluſion would be mn. 
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= i the Premiſes could be made out to his Mind. 


Our Prerence ( (avs he) is mot 1%; 5 
; 0 e. tay 395 — 


ſome of vor” Friends, 
baptix g Spirit of Bull. 
in another place: () 
n that Diſpenſation Cine. the Diſpenſation of 
Water-Ba iſm) divers ways, and could find ns Sabua- 

of "the Holy Ghoſt”; aud rben, 
O then, % ſich « Reformation, as doubtleſs | "of you 


nd-to' the fame Purpoſe, 


Suff witli be fenfible of, Why Io ftralt- handed, berge 
Why myſt all the Religion am Morality in the King- 
dom be confir'd to thy Sect only? I hope it may 
be ſaid without Vanity, that in Point of | Morals, 
ſome of out Proſeſſion are every whit as good as any 
Lam of opini- 


of thine. And as to Sownd Principles, 
great deal better. That 
in thoſe who ate brought 
England to your Perſua- 


there is a remarkable Ch 
over from the Church 


ſion, is true enough; and 1 do chink, a Man needs 


very confiderate; to take notice of it. But 
is chi ? WhyT wilt cell thee, George. 
From a Profeſſion of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 


not to be y 


as they are taught in Scripture, they run into ex- 
tray Whimſies of modern Invention. 


From 2 
Belief of the Neceſſity of the Sacraments of Bepriſms 
and the r "Su 2 ey are brought to a Neglect 
and Contempt o 

From following à Lawful, Sober, Learned, and Ju- 
dicious 3 they bey 2 Fo ——.— Tiachers, 


e 


\ "who 
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believed, aud received the 
Several of bur | Friends cm 


thoſe Sacred Inſtitutions. | ; 
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ho have no other Call to that Sacred Office, than ; 
their own Enthuſiaſm, and are as blind and ignorant - 
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Sect to be very remarkable for. And who would nor 
be proud of ſo bleſſed a Reformation. as this! But 


ſpects to the reſt of their Neighbours,” 


to what our Principles teach them. But to forbe 
better than the reſt of Mankind, as they wo 


to Perfetion? This is what George Gibſon would infinuy- 
ate, tho I perceive: he dat d no 1 and openly 
to aſſert it. Our Pretence; (that 


tbat are conſiderate may obſerve 4 remarkah ble Change, 155 
How cold is this! Speak out, Man. Tell me, 
Ta and by { Ny, are any. of thy Friends without 
- Failings ? Da exemplum; Show me the Man wo 

| ro done. * But this, George, thou wert, I ſup 


as themſelves. - From, a Decent and Regulat Way of 
Divine Worſhip, they run into Slovenlineſs and Confuſs - 
on. And from a Free, Courteous, and Open Wa ay 

of Converſation, they grow into a Supetſtitious A 

fectation of Clowniſhneſs and Singularity, in their 
Garb,' Language, and Deportment. This, George, is the 
Change, Which we do readily allow thoſe of your 


then as to Sobriety, Honeſty, and all the other 
Branches of Morality; 1 rer for my Part ſee, 
that the Luakers are one jot ſuperior in theſe Ne- 
Bebber mo, 
Friend, I have ſeen as much Knavery and Lewdngls 
under a Broad. brim d Hat, as ever thou didſt under 
Long Periwig: And if any of our Profeſſion be ngt 
ſo good as they ſhould be, the Fault is not in y/ 
Principles, (which, whatever thou may ſt think, do 
ſhow them a far more ſure and ſafe Way to Salvation, 
than yours) hut in themſelves, who will not live u 
bear 


any further Compatiſons. Let the b be as m 


pretend themſelves to be. Have any of them 2 


rfection i is attait- 
able) is not groundleſs, But why? Why, racy, thoſe 


ery ſenfible that thou could'ſt not do; and the 9 
2 thou haſt thought fit to handle this Point ery 
autiouſiy and tenderly: As a certain Animal * 
les Thifles ; for fear, 1 ſuppoſe, left yoy: "pang d be 
FBF 
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ſtung. No, fi; of all. People in the World, nevet 
inſtance in 
gulley of Ideh manifeſt'-Breaches of our Saviours 
Commands, in your Neglect and Contempt of his 
poſitive Inſtitutions. And as, to thine own ſelf, 
George," thou haſt in this ſingle Performance of thine; 
diſcoverd ſo. much of © Human: Frailiy, to ſay no more 


of it, that thou haſt" only reproach d- thy ſelf, in 
pleading for a Poſſibility of being exempted from it. 
If perfection be, as thou fay'ft, a Thing attainable 


in this Life; what à ſhame is it; that thou, Who ma- 
keft fuch large Pretenſions to Godlineſs, ſhould'ſt fall 


elude upon this Point. And therefore, to ſum up all 
in a few Words: Perfection from all Milful and Deli- 
erate Offences, Is actainable. © But as for Sins of In- 
frmity, they ſeem inſeparable from us in this World. 
By Care and Diligence we may reduce them; bur ut- 
erly to ectirpate them, is not in our Power.: The 
beſt of Men ever did, and do, feel and lament them. 
or, to uſe the Words of an Excellent Author; (7 
What Uuderftanding is there, Which is not liable co 
Error? What il, that does not feel ſomething of 
Impotence, ſomething of Irregularity ? What A 
fections that are mere human, are ever conſtant, e- 
ver raiſed? Where is the Faith that has no Scruple, 
no Diffidence -; the Love that has no Deſect, no 
Remiſſion; the Hope, that has no Fear in it? What 
is the State that is not liable to Iguorange, Inad- 


diente, that has no Reluctancy, no Remiſneſs, no 


will or no, they cannot chuſe but feel The Con- 
feſſion of the Holieſt Men bear witneſs of it. And 
deed, I wonder that the Qua ert ſhould ſo ſtiffly 
ontend for the Poſſibility of ſuch a Perfection as 
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(r) Lucos's Relig, perfect. $. 2. c. 3. 21 | 3. 
| C 2 deny'd 


_, Ovaritis Finden. 19 | 


your ſolves for Perfection; You, that are 


fo vaſtly ſhore of it! But tis time that we con- 


vertency, Surprize; Infirmity? Where is the Ob- 
Deviation? This is a Truch which, ubether Men 


is, when they themſelves, in this very Book, harre 
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8 4 Feny'd it in erpreſz Terms. V 
+ George Gibſon , place Perfection in | Man as. | 
| but in Chriſt. 


Alan, conſider: him either barely as Man; or otbermiſe 


in Chriſt, is be not perfect 


thy Queſtion amounts to no more than this; ui 


be perfect in ſome degree, or rather in ſome ſenſe 3 1 


much as poſſible 9 my Performance. 
That 


do not, 

be i. 
can 

P 


Mey 
os 
chat 


mo — . — a py 
this place ſignify juſt nothing at For il 
ction be not in Man, but in Cbriſt; tis plain, 


cannot be perfect. But he adds: As far 
2 What Stuff is this! Whit 
doſt thou mean by Man being in Chrift ? I have 
other Notion: of any one's being in Chriſt, than 
believing in Chriſt, and obeying Chriſt. Now; if this 
be what thou meaneſt, (and what elſe thou cant 
mean, to make Senſe of it, I cannot imagine) tb 


Whether, /o far as a Man believes in Chriſt, aud 
beys Chriſt, he is not ſo far Perfect ? I anſwer, that 
he is: But the Queſtion is not, Whether a Man may 


ſo far as to believe in, and obey Chriſt; but, Was 
ther he can be abſolutely perfect; i. e. ſree from 
Moral Defects or Imperfections? This, I ſay, is the 
Queſtion; and the Affirmative is what thou oughtel 
to have proved. How far thou haſt fall'n ſhort 9 
it, I leave any one to judge. And ſo much for alt 
Buſineſs of Perfection. 4 


FS. 9. I ſhould now proceed directly to the mail 
Subject of the preſent Diſpute between the Nun 
and me, viz. Water-Baptiſm. But I muſt beg w) 
Reader's Patience, whilſt I take notice of one Thing; 
and that is, the unjuſtifiable and unchriſtian 
tempts of George Gibſon, and his Brethren, to ren 
me odious, and thereby to prejudice his Readers 


' Preface, he ſays, my Book, if ſtriciy « | 
may, to a Perſon of ſolid Fudgment, anſwer it ſelf 3 
containing ſo many foul Slanders, and groſs Abſurdities i 
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ao: bs galley of the ache, Fav 


Se SET 


Book is every where moſt * 
50 as NE ſhewn afterwards, 
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by At 2. 14, 16. e 2200 
his Readers, Wee fole. M eee d | 
in his Controverly, was ſome. pirate © nag hi 
Lhave taken up againſt gg Ws, = 
nance. which Inſinuation, 15 Was fo yes 4255 
arrant a. Falſhood as could well be, be | 
That I have, ſomewhere 7 117 ch 

preſs'd an extraor verſion to T 1 onde 
Principles, aboue all: other. Sefts; lace in 

k which he (+: to, 1 25 be the 5415 
7. 57 6. or no Where; and there indeec = 


reſs d an extraordinary 198 9 to the Principles 
the Cualerr. But that I have ſuah an Averſion, 
their Perſant, I did never ay, Ye 5 ave I 2 5 


Occaſion for any one to ſuſpect it of me. 
George Gibſon * 1 as 2 0 7 I larg 1 
vulgar, rigid, and 2 which 8 ne 


again comes © 2. very good, Grace fro bis = 
- $0. x Every... ag i 2 5 

moſt rude, inſolent, and un ming Tangas . 

The | fiſt Tix ils he falures ms. With 7 

7 Was 


2 Se ee T9 oth De 
| 3 2 then I am () a map of fingular 'preſic 
ebe N Paſture for bis $ 1 
e Guide; (a) The Spirit of Auticbrit; Oran 
Spirit, and rhe Uke. If any ig can be more Vulgay 
than this, F am, miſtaken. And What now are thoſe 
ha rigid; and moroſe terms which T have uſed; 
by.” yu 2 Line 0 largely ſpecifyed my Avrrfion fo' 
cheſe ; I have charged them with 
(e ty 31 Tink ſaid that they are Seducers, Falſe Teichs 
t, Deceivers, 4 Poyſonous Sec, Obſtivate, Pervitſe, &c. 
Theſe terms I muſt confeſs are vulgar (i. e. comn 
| Enough, but how. I could have, avoided the uſee 
chem, unleſs T had coined new ones, I do not un. 
dͤerſtand. I do not know of any word ſo proper t6 
call Hereſy by as Hereſy ; nor Falſe Teachers, as Falſe 
Teachers ; neither can I tell how I could ſo ſignificanth 
ly have expreſſed the miſchievous and deſtruct ive Na- 
ture of the Principles of the Quakert, than by calli 
the Duakers a Poyſonom Set. If the Qua lers are | 
16a with ſuch A Appellations as theſe, they mut 
take care not to deſerve them; which if they 
do, Ido aſſure them they ſhall have no more of them 
from me: But till they do this, I ſhall venture theit 
further Diſpleaſure, being very ſenfible:that ſuch Ex- 
preflions cannot, by Men of Judgment, be thought 
to argue any other Averſion, than an Averfion 09 
their Principles, which I think can never be too 
much deteſted and abhorr d. Do the Luakers think 
n that the proper way of Went ones Charity, 
zs to ſooth and flatter People in their Errors; "of 
that a Miniſter of Chriſt is to fit ſtill and ſee his 
lock devoured, left forſooth he ſhould ſeem to be 
Fi; . rigidand moroſe, if he ſhould repreſent their Dariget 
do them under ſuch Colours as it deſerves? If they 
2 let them hear St. Paul, 2 Tim. + 2. Preath the 
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rd; in ee, is ſeaſon; 
ren wh il mire or 
70. Tin congerniog the Dectizers 
bids his Kal, the rh the te mar b ſnd i 
Faith, Tit, . IK, ho indeed. can th 7424 
ſelf not concerned to 1 this Duty Which f 


Apoſtle has: enjoineꝭ who Conſiders Gola re Tk a 
worth, Exel. 125 8 r the wic 
1 


ſurel ery To 4 
to warn the Oe, F ne { way. to 122 Na 
the ſame wicked, Ly dye i in bs. iniquity, but bs 


will 1 require at Wherefore, Friend, 
kin 2M thine, by which thou wouldſt make 
&che | Ground — LC 


elves Right 
if we had not, T it, 1980 chok N to 
be a Sufferer by your Fred and Injuftice, than to 
deavour to remedy my ſelf a you into g 
Senſe; a Drudgery ſo intolerable, that por Sole a but: 
Senſe.of my ly A Concern, jor. 
2 Nan 0 chals.commiceed to my & * 
eval 5 ve en my le in. Th 
| has diem _ declared to 8 the ſole M 
with $00 to Ents upon this Debate; and I have giy 
ſo little Reaſon for any Man to ſuſpeck che 7M 
that herein I thought I might ſafel hen 5 
the Qua bers them ves But for t 5 ſake, George, 
ſhall cake care for the future not to e 2 . "in 
ſuch E caſe We 5 97 1 x 


F. 1. But I pe 
ever comes 05 t, 
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done in this matter; and therefore he takes Hold 
che leaſt handle to ſuggeſt a want of Charity and Ten. 
| Yerhefs in me. For thus he proceeds, har roles 

(Har the mumner of bis Proceedings ſhs? Who after l 
as 1nſe war licenſed, and doubtleſs kn 


Was rold 2 | 
that we were 4 Chriſtian People tolerated by Law, befides's 


line Gifr of the M5niPr7, which » 's Comniſfes 
„in Joel 2. 28, I will pour out my Spitit upon 
All fleſh, Ge. Net notwithſtanding, as his own accoultt 
3 Went in and found one Thomas White, 
ee bis Friends in the Parlour, aud An 
| 75 * what Authority be came there 1h teach h Perple 
the manner he did. Ay, have © care of you indesd 
*Tis pity you ſhould be hurt! But pray, good Sir, tell 
me how it was poſſible for me to proceed more ram 
derly than I did, unleſs I had been J tender of yu 
not to proceed at all? This F know you would hae 
been glad of, and is What it ſeems yu think T ought 
oy Hare done. But why? Why,” becauſe forſobth, ! 
Enew you to be a Chriffjan People tolerated by Law. bebe - 
ttue, I did know you to be * tolerated 
AW; but 1 did not know, nor do 1 yet know;” 
uch a Toleration gives any one Authority ro preach. "The 
aw indeed does permit, i. e. exempt from Punifh 
ment, every, Hair. rain d Fellow, who ſhall” think 
to Uſurp the Sacred Office of the Priefbood ; but * 
U ſurpers are Ufurpers for all that; and it is therefon 
the Duty of every Lawful Miniſter of Chriſt to 00 
Front . oppoſe them. O, but the Quakers b 
Divine Gift of the Miniſtry, which u 6 Commiſſion "of # 
ſelf. Right, George, provided thou canſt make it out 
that thop, and the reſt of thy preaching Friends Hape 
ſuch a Divine Gift. But I tell thee that ye have 0 
ſuch, Gift, and do put it upon thee to prove that Ye 
hape, if thou canſt tell how, Malice it ſelf could 
not have invented any thing worſe than what follows. 


ol . 


—_ 


ST VI” JT” : 


"af 


» *dſ „ — ww" 0 I OR ITT, 2 


1 hs = = = <0 - he fond lt io. EQ ww WW FA,  o - HH TO 


ving an opport 


Qu 4 ETER $ Fendication. 3x 
ran hardly think, {aps dirgythat; Henry Stebbing 
2 given che bery bottom of; bud own; Fudgment on = 
in theſt Black: Charaders ;: nor hm net whete he dan h 
path perhaps: near thirty Years. in ths Nation, without! bg» 
unity of better Knawledge of a; I rather take 
par ; Pariſbjoners;;; This is really aſtoniſhing. "Fs, 
Bleck Chatgters he talks of. are no more than, what 
you have heard of befors, wis. That the Quakers aro. 
Heretic, Dercei vers, Fulſe Teachers, &c. Now becauſo | 
dan for: his Liſe, he ſuppoſes; that my Sring the 
Black Characters is all Deſign; chat is, in ſhore, that Lam 
in my Heart as ſtanch a Qnuaſter as even George Gilſon 
bimſelf, only I have not Hbneſty enough to ow-m. it! 
Here now as a moſt noble In ſtance of 2yaker-Charity 
for you! Does it not well become this Man to ory. 
out againſt fhl Sanders, who has dated in ſo publick 
2 manner td charge me with the moſt foul Preuarica- 
tion, for which I am ſure he bas not the leaſt Shadow 
of Proof? Where didſt thou learu, George, that I have 
not given the; Bottom of my; o Fudgment in theſe Black 
Characters ; Have I given thee afty juſt occaſion to 
ſuſpect that I am ſo deſpemtely wicked, in contra- 
diction to my own judgment and Conſcience, to 
charge any Man; or number of Men, with ſo grie- 
vous 2 Crime as that of Hereſy? Thou know ſt that L 
have given thee none. And why then — But, why 
ſhould I wonder? He has caſt the ſame. uhchamtable. 
Reflection upon the whole Body of the Clergy, in 
general. (g) Hearing, ſays he, bat the Frieſt bad gi 
ven out that: be would be there (at the Meeting) to diſpute, 
I rook little notice of that, conſidering that by thus time moſ 
of ba Function might have known better than to contend 
1GAINSZ- TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUS 
NES S. Pray obſerve this! The Man thinks (and 


I chacitably hope he does from his Heart believe it,) 
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chan to go about to contend with them! That is d 


concerned to wipe off this Aſperſion as I am: And 


It had been enough, one would have thought, 00 


that to oppoſe the Luekers, is to oppoſe Truth anf 
Righteouſneſs. ''Then' he takes it for granted that we 


do all of us believe ſo too; and conſidering this, he 


thinks tbat wofF of our Function might knom bertery, 


ſay in plain Engliſh, thoſe of our Function are a parceh 
of 2. and Hypocriter; they are in their Cone 
Efices convinced that the Qualers are in the rig; 
atid that their contending with the Quakers 


from a Spirit of Oppoſition to Truth and Rig hreouſueſdl 


F ſuppoſe my Brethren of the Clergy will be as lintls 


do aſſure them that I am as eaſy about the matter 
poſſible. For notwithſtanding George Gibſon ſeen 

now to be ſo fully ſatisfyed that Lam of his fide, and 
that my charging him and his Brethren with; is 
reſy, was only 3 Copy of my Countenance; yet bes 
fore he takes his leave of me he falls 3 


- 2 
.an 


is it poflible, Georg good 
earneſt when I charged thy Sect with Hereſy, if feb 
true what thou ſay'it, viz. that I am a Reman Carbs 


lick in Diſguiſe ! Do the Roman Catholicks approve 


your Dodrines, or you of theirs ? Are Popery and 
Qua łeriſin ſo nearly related the one to the other, that 
the ſame Perſon at the ſame time 3 Papiſt and 
Duaker too? If they be, pray be ſo free as to tell 
ſo, and then we ſhall ſee inftantly on which ſide the 
Cheat lies; but if not, call me Quaker, or call ms 
Papiſt, which you pleaſe, but for Mercy ſake, and 
for thine own Credit's ſake let me not be made both 


— .— 
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Or G 


have 


r Gay a reaſonable Malice to tell the World 
chat Lam a Quaker in Diſguiſe; — do aſſure you, 
Ichink tis hardly poſſible. to {ay any thing of me 
that is worſe. Zut this Man deals in Scandal 1 : 
Wholeſale, and never knows, I perceive, w 
ye — His Rage has ſo tranſported him, 
up all che Dirt he can lay his Hands upon, 
ER never conſiders before he ny bu whether it 
will light upon himſelf, or Now when 
a Man is once come to this „ 
for any heed that is to be given to what he ſays. We 
ought indeed to pity ſuch an one, as we.do n; 
but his Poyſon carries its own e * wich it 
ind can never = 


J 12. Imuſt not paſs over that cleanly wipe why 
Wie gives me at p. x5. becauſe it will n fo 
andſomely, viz... That I am one of rbeſe who,/ as 
rb ſars, had need of 4 good Memory. This ? b 
rery one knows is applied to pers; and how og 
Truth there is in it, may by che | 
ſt now rehearſed. So that if there be but as 
uſtice in the Application of it on my (ide, George 
3i6/on and I may och fit down together, and bewail 
ur great mant of what the Proverb ſays we haye ſo 
uch need f. But I will leave it to 0y impartial 
ro determine. us, whether I Wanted « 
ry, or G wants Senſe or Honey. For 
e Ground of curvy Reflection is no more than 
is, vix. That I — declared in my late Confe- 
nce, that the Publication of it was entirely owing, to. 72 
Nuakers, and that 1 was willing that the Noiſe of 
5 ſhould reach as little beyond the Bounds of 2 
ſo as poſſible.” It is true I did ſay fo; and I think. 
ave given very plain Demonſtrations of my Since- 
ty. For I would fain know, what any Man could | 
ave done to render the Conference private that I 
d not do? Did 1 not deſire chat. it m beheld i in a 
irate Room, in the Preſence of a ſew?., Did I not 
D 2 earneſtly 


Ce ee 
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[eameſtly invite Joh, Adlon, and ſuch à (hel 
Number as he ſhould chuſe, to come up to my Hon 

Did he not refuſe” to grant me tliat Requeſt .? N 
what is more, did he not tell me that he cared 
how many were preſent, and refuſe to go into ag 
vate Room at Jonathas Fymondiis, notwithſtandingiſ 
had before agreed that the Conference ſhould 
managed? George Gibſon dares not to deny one 
of this. And yet notwithſtanding all theſe En; 
vours on my part, to have the Conference pri 
and the Endeavours of the Qu bers on the other H 
to render it as publick as poſſible, I muſt be e 
Luar; i. e. I muſt be ſo, becauſe George Gibſon andi 
Friends are reſolved to ſay any thing of me that wit 
blacken my Character, and render me as odious & 
they would have me to be. Ay, but (i) bow: dotftth 
agree with p. 50. where T ſay, that I readily beliews th 
"the Duakers bad rather that the Writing part had bau 
alone? And alſo with bis baſty printing, and its beings 
Fiſhtd in the News for ' ſeveral 'Weeks "rogether 2: Wi 
ſince I perceive thou muſt have every thing 
met'd into thy Head, I will tell thee. Theſe 
things are juſt as conſiſtent with each other, "ag 
ua bers ill Management is with the Weakneſs of tha 
Performances. That the  Owakers had rather that 
Writing part had been let alone, is a plain caſen 
it ſeems you durſt not deny it: But the Publicut 
of the Conference, after it was taken down in 
ting, might be owing to the Qua ler, for all 
That is, the Qua bers might give me a juſt occaſion 
make that Publick, which I, and even they the 
ſelves, had rather ſhould have been concealed. 
Jo in fact they did, vis. By their boaſting ſo eh 
dently that T had not made good my Charge of Þ 
reſy ; when at the ſame time they had not anſweg 
fo much as one Argument of all thoſe that had bt 
urged againſt them. Coald the Qualert have Wt 
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yd themſelves with leſs. Noiſe and popular Often i 
tation, they might: have triumphd unmoleſted r 
all me. Bur when they became” ſa much bloated 
wich their ſuppoſed Succeſs, that there, wasnorgon- 
raining themſelves within moderate Bounds; but 
they muſt be burſtiag forth upon every Occaſion, 
and letting Folks know: what mighty Men they Werte; 
1 think it highly concernd me, in the'moſt{peedy 
and publick manner I could, to acquaint the World 
how little, Occaſion there was for all this Swelling. 
But there is a good Reaſon to be given, why this 
Dualer, and the reſt of his Brethren; ſhould: be fo 
very angry at me for my (⁊) baſty Printing, and for 
the Advertizing the Account of the Conference 
the Publick News; ſeveral. Weeks taget ber, into moi Parts 
of the Nation 1 They would have been glad, I ſup- 
poſe, to e ce the Glory: of their pretended 
Congueſt à little longer; and how forward ſdevxer 
they were to publiſh their Feats in this obſcure Con- 
ner, were not very deſirous that their wiſer Friends 
abroad ſhould be acquainted, how weakly their 
Champion ( Joſepb Middleton) had defended that 
Cauſe, which he had with ſo much Forwardneſs un- 
dertaken to maintain. #f ovjenvw 7:7 3codevonal 
ion * 21111 42 14: 13. AK nme 3 SITTER TS wo 
F. 13. Having given my Reader this Taſte of 
George Gibſon's way of treating me; I may, I think, 
have Leave to reply to him in the Words of our Sa- 
viour, Mat. 7. 14 5. And wby beholde ſt thou the Mote 
that is in thy. Brother's. Eye; hut et not the Beans 
that is in thin oh Eye? Or how nit then ſay to thy Bro- 
ther, let me pull gut the Mate ont of thine Eye; and habalu 
6 Beam is in thine; own Eye? Thou: ite! font et 
out the Beam out of thine o] Eye; and then ſale thun ſee 
clearly to caſt out the Mote out of thy Brother Eye. But 
this would be making him too large a Conceſſion; 
for it would imply, that I have been guilty of the 
F 13, Wand $$ 8. 
A gh, lame 
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i , not one Tittle of Slander will the Reads find 
conſidering char Georg 


| that it contain .o 


| my Terms, That is, I ſuppoſe, 
my 


— —ñ 44 + abs 


ſame Fault towards him, tho' in & leſſer degres if 
-which is not true. No, of 'chis kind 2 | 


zin my Book. He may perhaps be ſurpriz'd at t 
Vibes has charged me ſo home 
me (as has been before obſerves) 

many foul Slanders , t one ſhall {clin 
meet with i 6 Neal Volume. But will he not e 
as much ſurprized, if I ſhould tell him, that notwith 
amding all this Outery, George Gibſon has not e, 
me with any one particular Inſtance of Sli 
yet this is thè very Caſe ! See, and examine 
you pleaſe; you will find what 1 ſay to be tris, 
He has indeed, as I ſaid before, complain'd of Ws 
for ſaying that rhe Duakers are Hereticks, Seduttth 
Falſe Teachers, 8c. This he did not care to 5 
and therefore (a) requeſtad modeſtly, that I would 
e would — 
me, when I came to oppoſe them, have ſaid again 
own Conſcience , that they are no Hereticks} 
that they ſeduced no body ; that they taught o fill 
Doctrine. This, you'll fay, was a mode 
However, this is all I can find charged upon m 
throughout his whole Book, that has the A 


with it, tell 


pearance of Slander; and therefore, this (I ſu 
muſt be what he means, when he talks of fe 
ders. But pri'thee, George ; is ſaying that a Man i 
Heretick, or a Falſe Teacher, always a Slander ? If it 
What 1 art thou, * haſt (5) 1 the 
Charge of Hereſy upon mr, as * * e 

eaſe thee therefore of this, Friend, I muſt tell che. 
That it is not barely the telling a n that he 1 
Heretick, that makes the Slander; but the ſayit 

of him, vrhilſt either he reall is not fo, or — 
the Perſon who accuſes him, not know and 5 
lieve him to be ſuch. Now, whethef you and 
Brethren be Falſe and Haretical — is the 
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ſtion between vs; and: What (L think) E here pro- 
ved upon you ; wherefore, till yon can: aue 
Arguments, and that al — ava E 


e e for login 
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he Veluns 1 out. — 
lid I (ay. Nax, rather onr ap 
ſpect, bes le little Reſemblance the one tq CER 
her, that tis doing: my ſelf wrong, wn ee 
zem ſa. nah . for a bit len 
© a ts 17115 
81 And not ig mn 
of bale: and unchriſtian Dealing; 
ch A Rook, 20-rails ia; 
Reader a m Expectation „ * 
eee ee 
o lay to verſary's Charge t 
ne ( and doubtleſs there are Numbers of: that 
bo never ſav my Book, ſhauld take up George Gi 
ns, and throw it by without troubl ing himſelſ an 
ther than to read his Preſac ; he muſt, * 
lin'd to believe what George Gibſon has laid, 


for:a Man, 
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clude me to be one of the greateſt Villains upon" 
Face of the Earth. For as to the Charge of Hu 
no Man will be apt to think that Slander;\beoaule 
ir s the main Foundation of the Diſpute betwers 
the Qua ker and us; and what, as I ſaid before, the 
#s muſt clear themſelves from, beſote it canis 
ſerve that Name: At leaſt, no Man can ſuppoſe, tur 
this is all George Gibſon kims at, hen be talks o 
mum foul Slanders as one ſhall ſeldom moet with in ſo fan 
4 Volami. What then muſt fach a Man think , Wy 
it an, ck that I have charged the Quakers" with 
ſome Principles chat they do not Hold. That I HA 
painted them out as George Gibſon has done me, 
der the blackeſt Colours that could invent vn 
ſhort, he is at Liberty to think me as bad as M 
and Scandal can poſſibly make me. And yet nos 
here is not one Syllabls of this true; even my E 
my himſelf being Judge Norhing of this Kind 
he charged me with, but that I have accuſed t 
aakers of Hereſy ; thut I have call" them Sea 
Falſe Trucbers-; and (what by ſad Experience I haw 
found to be true) that there is an'obſtinate and 
verſe Spirit amongſt them, which does render th 
deaf to Inſtructions, and averſe to the Uſe of i 
Means, as by God's Blefling would recover thew 
from their Errors Where then, George, is thy I 
neſty and fair Dealing? Thou a Chriſtian! T 
Saint! Thou Inſpired ! For ſhame ; never dare 
blaſpheme the Bleſſed Spirit of God,; by pretending 
to be under his immediate Conduct and Influenes 
Never more boaſt of Perfection Never mort t 
thou haſt repented, and art become better, lay Cu 
to that Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, and Charity, wid 
are the Badge of every true Diſciple: Thou, 
haſt uſed a Chriftian in fo vile a manner, as ee 
Few or a Heatben might be aſhamed of; and for 
other Reaſon, than becauſe he has told these 
Truth, and endeavour d to Reform the! 
"HO bin 92 $94) 61W 97211900108 
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F. 11. What has been ſaid, may (T hope) be ſuf 
ficient, not only to Clear my ſelf om the Tmputari- 
on of Slander, but moreover to convince thoſe, who 
are apt co be carry'd away with that outward Shew 
of Sanity, for which the D©uaker; are fo tematk- 
ible, that they are not altogether the "Men they 
would be thought to be. Nothing can be more ap- 
parent, than that in order to the more eaſy Anſwer-' 
ing my Conference, one great Deſign of George Gibſon" 
and his Accomplices, has been to prepoſſeſs their 
Readers with an ill Opinion of its Author ; à Practice, 
which even when there is Room for it, is mean and 
diſingenuous; and when there is none, of all other 
Things the moſt directly oppoſite to the true Spi- 
rit of Fe f One ought not indeed to charge 
a whole Body of Men, with ſuch Faults as do belong 
only to a few of them; and therefore I had not 
made this Obſervation, had I not known it to be the 
General Practice of the Party, Scarce any one bas 
publickly oppoſed the Puakers, but he has met with” 
the ſame Uſage from them that I have; and that for 
the very ſame Reaſon, viz. Becauſe thoſe who have 
oppoſed them, have ſet forth their falſe and ſcanda | 
lous Principles, under ſuch Terms as they deſerve,” | 
This now, with them, paffes for nothing "elſe but 
Calumny and Slander; and then do they fall foul up- 
on their Adverſaries, in tile moſt virulent and abuſtve 
Language that Tongue is well able to expreſs, I 
might produce Inſtances enough of this kind; but 
every one, who is acquainted with their Writings, 
muſt be ſenſible that what I ſay is true. Now, for 
ſuch Men as theſe to put on grave, and demure Looks ; 
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(WY to ſet up for Saints, and toinſult over the reſt of Man- 
"IF find, with 2 Stand off, for I am bolier than than; 18 
IF ſuch 2 groſs Piece of ypocriſy , that methinks: |. 


there needs no more than a common Degree of Ap 

prehenſion, to make 2 Nan ſenſible of it. Had 

theſe Men that hatd Uſage from ther Oppoſers, 
7 | K which 


not juſtify ſuch Treatment. They may depen 
railing; and tells us, that the Ser want of the Lor a s 


he has caſt upon me, They ſeem as yet to be wants 
too, as others ought from 9 to be caution d, not 


them, not to arrogate to themſelves the Gift of Hi 


the moſt ſcandalousFalſhagds | Can the Spirit of 
Prophets and Apoſtles, and ſee if you can 


. Glory: an ardent Love to che Souls of Men; Ty 
. 2 N 0 5 1 . 

Meckaels towards choſe who are qur of the, way, 
Wia, 4 8 
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which they always complain of; even this would 0 


n 
ic, Tru ſtands in no need of Calumny, tor. i 3 5 
port: It wants, nothing but its own Luſtre, to wake. 
it viſible; and when chat prevails, all falſe, Colours: 
anity forbids us to render evil, fer evil, . railing 15 


be gentle unto all men, patient, in mee hneſi inſtruc ing th 1 
that. oppoſe tbemſelves. How well George: Gibſon, and 
his Friends, do anſwer to this Character, I leave any. 
reaſonable, Man co judge, who. conſiders what. little” 


Cauſe. I have given for thoſe ſcandalous Reflection | 


ing in one ery neceſſary. Leflon, far inferior to this. 


and that is, Not to reward Evil for Good, nor Hatred for 
Love. But till they haye learnt this „and that otheß 
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to think too highly of them, ſo it may become 
to be a little more Modeſt in their entiments Goh 
cerning themſelves. - Of all Things, I muſt beleech, 


ven to the Prophets and Apoſtles of o :h bl 
ſphemous Pretence of theirs, is ſo effectually pg 
£4 by this Inſtance of their Behaviour, (as indeed 
it commonly is by all the reſt) that one would not 
deſire any thing more convincing. You, peach a 
write by the Holy Ghoſt, who make no Conſcience.o 
endeavouring to blaſt the Reputation of others, þ 


revile, and tell Lies ! Look thro" the YOUR hg, 


vive kae de; en Iaforration'T mein, a6 mart 
| Au len 45 


| n find ON} 
ſuch Stuff, aß you (amongſt you.) have raked toges 
ther within the Compaſs gf a few Pages. You will 
there diſcern a warm and nerous Zeal for God?! 


Boldneſs in maintaining Truth 3,2 Spitite 
an 
de⸗ 
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But you! will” Hd n N n Rudenef Ce Venom, 


no Iaſolener: No, ' George Glove $0 75 Fruits pirit ae 


Love, Prate; Long. f. . Gentlentſs; 8 and 
* WW vhacoevet is contrary theſe,” proceeds not from 
" Wi thi: 5 irir, "but from 'a#brber. /"hefe Inſpitations (I 
ſuap pofd) no Man lde forward to Hoaſt of. St. 
. File tells'vs, 2 the Are bang 4 When contend- 


J ing with the Devil, dur bring Age 27% Bin a railing 
y accuſation”; bit fail np rebuke thee, Any 9, If the 
Devil deſerved fuchFredtiient as this, ſurely I might 


than the Devi: And indeed, if it were poſlible, 
any one wou go think me to be, if that D#ſ&riprion be 
true, which Git fon has given of me. Bat TL 
deſpiſe the Slander, and 19 the Slanllerer. And 
tho George Gibſon chinks if ſo good, as to (e) 
have no need of 'my Priyers ; 1 will e his Diſ- 
lealure once more, and earneſtly pray that he may 
hereafter be forgiven. 5 ee 


g. 16. The Reader, 1 ſeir; will think I have dee 
tained him roo long upon this Head; but beſides, that 
uch ſcandalous Methods to ſupport : a Cauſe, may to 
ome prove a more convincing Argument of its 
eakneſs, than the beſt Demonſtrations; and that 
uch unchtiſtian Treatment ought not to be paſs d 


f Service to the Duakers, to ſee their ſecret Malice 
rought to the Light; fotaſmuch as they may here- 
y be admoniſhed for the future, CT will not fay, 
o be more reſervd and cautions in their Conduct; 

put, what will be infinitely better) to attempt 4 
rough and radical Cure of theſe Evilt, by cotrecting 
ole inward Depravities. of Mind, from whence 
| 2} come, If what I have faid ſhould have this 
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deſerve as good; "unteſs it 'be rrue, that T'am Dok | 


dryer unrebuked: Beſides all this, L ſay, it may be 


eck upon any of them, it would be a moſt pleaſing '< 
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and laſting Root, in thoſe who are influenced g 


Pardon, for preſuming thus far upon his Patienge, 4 


4 


are my Syllogiſms, ſome of which he had been repel 


own Pact, notwithſtanding, George Gibſon, out of 
abundant Charity and Goodneſs to me, has 


there are ſome. among # the Quakers, who are as blan 


ought, and as they pretend themſelves to be, Ic, 


(which had been the moſt proper and natural W 2 
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Thing to all. true Lovers of Virtue : And as te 


> me, has though 
fit to ſay, that he (d) thinks I rejoice to ſee , thy 


able in their Lives as any of our Perſuaſion ; I do 
clare ſincerely from my Soul, that I ſhould (ont 
other Hand) rejoice to ſee them all as good as they 


light to ſee no Man a Shame and a Scandal to hi 
Profeſſion, be it what it will; but could wiſh win 
all my Heart, as well for our Sakes as their own, thit 
all Men would ſtrictly and conſcientiouſly , falloy 
that, which, by their Principles, they believe them 
ſelves bound to. I am ſure, were all. our Sean 
thus diſpoſed, we ſhould find ic a more eaſy Matte 
to convince them of their Errors, than we do 
preſent : For Hereſy and Schiſm ſeldom take any deg 


true Chriſtian Spirit, and are poſſeſs'd of all that 
good and virtuous Diſpoſitions which the Go 
reaches. --— But tis not the way to merit my Reade! 


treſpaſs upon it yet further by Apologies. / 


g. 17. To come now therefore to the main , 
ject of the preſent Controverſy , from Whenge 
have all this while been digrefling. The Read 
to obſerve, that inſtead of tracing me ſtep by Mt 
and giving a diſtint Anſwer to thoſe ſeveral Arg 
ments which I have urg'd in favour of. Water- Ba 


proceeding) George Gibſon has, after his own Faſhidl 
ſumm d up my Aſſertions under Four General Head. 
not intending, as he ſays, to follow me in all my tui 
Luibbles, Theſe rwifting Quibbles (as he calls them 
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Arras Findicdtion. 3 
ing juſt be fore; and there may be ver Reaſons 
| aged why theſe were not to be 7 with, vis. 
1#, Good Heads it may be were ſcarce, and ſo they 
did not underſtand how to go about it. Or, 2dh, . 
if they had followed me in theſe rwiiting Luibbles, 
they might have found themſelves fo Semper'd; that 
they would not have been able eaſily to ai them 
ſelves again. Something of this [ore muſt-have been. 
the matter, or elſe I dare ſay. the Friends would not 
have, been ſo very et, following me. But let the . 
Reaſon of this be what it will; the matter of Fact 4s 
confeſſed; and what George Gibſon intended, het has 
moſt punctually perform d. For of all thoſe Argu- 
ments which ſtand in Form in my Conference, he has 
not ſo much as attempted to ſhow any one to be de- 
fective, either in the Premiſes or the Concluſion; In 
ſhort, all that he has done towards anſwering my Ars 
uments for Water- Baptiſm, has/been.to-muſtercups _ 
= filly ones of his own and Barclays n 
it; notwithſtanding which, he pretends that his De. 
ſign was () to give ſome, further Reply to the Arguments 
of the Watry Prie#, as he calls me; and accordingly. 
has given his Book the Title of Chriſtian Baptiſen Hin- 
dicated from the principal Object ions of &c. Whereas 
there is not one Objection: from which. he has endea- 
voured to vindicate what he calls _Chri##ion Raptiſm'3 
and therefore had his Deſign been anſwerable to hat 
he has really perform'd, he ſhould- have ſaid, that it 
was to caſt a miſt before the Eyes of the Ignorant, 
and endeavour to ſtifle the Evidence of thoſe Argu- 
ments, to which he was not able, not would A | 
as pretend to give a diſtinct and ſarisfacory | EG 
But I will be more civil to George Gibſon, than he h 
been to me; and his Arguments, ſuch as they ate, 
ſhall be fairly examined: Tho), ſincę he has o 
thought fit to follow me in my twiſting Quibbles, 1 
ſhall not think my ſelf obliged to follow.him in that 
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Steba, Till Examine What ft 


e has ſard't 
. Ik Bae. Wich tlie ; Holy "ObyFF Is 855 | 


155. 

250 — I Will prove War the Do he of Man. 
en, as explamm d by me, is exact agreeable 
a che Charchof "England feackies concerning it. 8 
4 =! Uiter theſe Three general Heads I ſhall take 
_— thing” that he has ſaid, as well againſt" 
tine of Water- Baptiſm it ſelf, as againſt my 
F defending it: And convince him, if he is co 
convinced, of the greatneſs" of his Error in the ol 


. 

8 18. I. I will confider what' George Cie, hath fail 
wo ve that Water-Baptiſm is not the Chriftiaw 
And here we will begin Wich that Test 

8. 14, Chap. 16. Ver. 16. He that belie veth an 
apt ix ed ſhal 7 , 7775 This the * rement 
ber, was the fit ext alledged b me at tlie C 
rence to ſhow, Eo Baptiſm is the Chriftiany Bay- 
tiſm. The way b which T proved that it mut 
underſtood of Water- Buptiſm, was, by ſtiowing then 
cannot poffibly be pre of the Baptiſm wit 
the Holy Ghoſt. How well George Gibſin has 41. 
ſwered this Argument, will appear by and by unde 
our Second Head. In the mean time it ſeems "thi 
he was then ſo quick ſighted, as to (F) ſee inen 
that this Text was on their ſide, ar much as any they coull 
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His ficſt Argument i is; ibis ; That che 1 len og 
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tized with Mater are t e att "Which Ar me 4 
ſtands upon this Found ation, VIS... the Baptiſ 
here ſpoken of. is ſuch a Bapriſin, ,as, that; whoe 
is baptized with Jo, Will - cherefore 5 e 85 
a Baptiſm as 4s fg ar of it ſelf, [ufſigient to'S8 
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to us, but to ſhow forth the Fruits of ſuck a Faith in' 
our Lives and Converſations. Now you know, that 
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cher will our Believing without being Baptized. This 1 


Peoples 1 7 will bring them to Heaven, if the) 


they do not perform thoſe Conditions; "Gp 


od dab dl ß on St ab rw 
and chat is, that we do believe, i. e. not only give 
Aﬀent to the Truth of ſuch things as he has fevea 


our 
le 


d 


where a Promiſe is made upon o Conditions, beth 
thoſe Conditions muſt be performed before the Pro- 
miſe can take Effect. Wherefore fince ove Condition 
of Salvation is, that we Believe ; and another, that we 
be Baptized : Tis plain that as our being Baptized will 

jot entitle us to Salvation without be ieving, ſo nei 


think is all very intelligible ; and therefore this lit 
tle may be ſufficient to ſhow George Gibſon, that out 
ſuppoſing Water- Baptiſm to be here ſpoken of, does by 
no means lay us under a neceſſity of Affitming, chat 
all who are Baptized with Water are therefore ſaved, 
The Matter indeed is ſo very plain of it ſelf, thatT 
had not faid even this little, but in condeſcenſion 80 
the Weakneſs of thoſe with whom I have to do; 
and that I might ſhow the Vanity of an Obje&ion 
which is very common in the Months of our Tgne- 
rant Ouakers. Water- Baptiſm, ſay they, the Chriſtian 
Baptiſm! Why, dof? think that fprinkling a little Watt 
upon Peoples Fates will ring them to Heaven! Truly ! 
think not. But I think that ſprinkling Water upon 


afterwards lead ſuch Lives as Chriſtians ought 0 
lead. And I chink on the other hand, that no Man 
has 2 right to Heaven by vertue of Chriſt's Promils, 
who is not Baptized. ' But what, muſt all the Duc 
kers then be Damned! I do not fay they muſt all'bs 
damned; I know not how it may pleaſe God to di 
ſpoſe of them hereafter. He may (and I hope will} 
five thoſe of them who do not wilfully and obſtinate- 
ly refuſe to comply with his Infticutions, by an wwe 
wenanted Mercy: But I ſay they have no Title to S 
vation, by the Conditions + the New Covenant, becauſe 
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George Gibſon, or any of his wiſer Friends prove the 
colnrnry 1 mey ea. 7} 1 TO Og 

g. 19. His Second Argument, if you will be ſo 
civil as to call it ſo, by which he would prove that 
this Text cannot be underſtood of Water-Baptiſm, 
ſtands thus. (6) He that believeth and is baptized 
ſhall be ſaved, c. Now obſerve (and 'tis worth any 
ones obſerving) « thi Baptiſm with Water, or with the 
Spirit ? To prevent miſtakes, our Lord's following Words 
are to be conſidered, And theſe Signs ſhall follow 
them that believe; In my Name they ſhall caſt out 
Devils ; they ſhall ſpeak with New Tongues; they 
ſhall take up Serpents ; and if they drink any dead- 
ly thing it ſhall not hurt them; they ſhall lay hands 
on the ſick, and they ſhall recover. Now until Henry 
Stebbing can prove that Water-Baptiſm is Jeving, and 
followed with” theſe Signs either literally or myſtically, the 
ſame Text which be brings for bu Proof, ſtands againſt 
bim, confutes hi Argument, and confirms our believing it 
was and u the Baptiſm of the Holy Spirit which ſavetb, 
and is Chriſt's Baptiſm, So then! The wonderful Birth 
is come forth at laſt, and tis indeed a very Monſter! 
It ſeems, becauſe all thoſe who are Baptized with 
Water cannot caft out Devils, ſpeak with new Tongues, 
take up Serpents, drink Poyſon, &c. therefore Mater- 
Baptiſm is not the Chriſtian Baptiſm ! But prithee, 
George, is it neceſſary that the Chriſtian Baptiſm 
ſhould always be followed by ſuch Signs as theſe ? If 
it be, then I grant that my Arguments for Warer- 
Baptiſm will hereby effe&ually be Confuted. But 
how doth this confirm the” Truth of thy Opinion, viz. 
That Baptiſm with the Spirit is the Chriſtian Bap- 
tilm ? I doubt not but thee and thy Friends pretend 
to be baptized with the Spirit. But can'ſt thou, or 
any of thy Friends, cafF out Devils, ſpeak with new 
Tongues, take up Serpents, or Drink Poyſon ? I dare lay 
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Experiment.” And therefore as far as I can ſes, George 


- Theſe things, it ſeems, are to be done either. literg 


wouldſt be at; be ſo kind, the next time thou findeſt 


there are none of you that will venture upon the 


Gibſon and I are both in the Ditch; we have bee 
diſputing ſo long about the Chriſtian Baptiſm till we 
have both loſt it. O, but George has a Salvo for. that! 


ly or myſtically ! But how myſticallß? To cafF. out De- 
wils, to [peak with new Tongues, &c. ate ſaid to be i 
Signs ! Signs, Man, not whether a Perſon be cruly ll 
Baptized. or not, but Signs of the Truth, and Dis 
vine Authority of the Chriſtian : Religion! Thele 
were Miracles that were to be wrought by ſome 

the firſt Believers, for the Confirmation of the Do» ll 
ctrine which they were to Preach. Now tis the firlk 
time that ever I heard of myſtical Signs, or myſtical Mir 
racles, in my whole Life. In ſhort, Friend, thou att 
not a myſtical but a literal Juggler ; and therefore. ## 
avoid miſtakes, and that we may know: what thou 


4 motion to Write, to let us know what theſe my 
Signs are. For inſtance ; what tis to caſt out Devils 
myſtically; to ſpeak with new.Tongues myſtically to } 
take up Serpents myſtically; to drink Poyſon myſticallyz 

to heal the Sick myſtically, bylaying on of Hands myſth | 
cally. And when thou haſt told us plainly what all thele 
things are, and made it out as plainly that thou and 
thy Friends can do them, I doubt not but we may maks | 
as juſt Pretenſions to them as any Quaker of you all. 


S. 20. I do not find that George Gib/on hath ſaid any 
thing further upon this Text. I proceed:therefore to 
another Argument, whereby he has endeavoured 0 
prove, that Water- Baptiſm is not the Chriſtian Baß. 
tiſm ; which, if it be poſſible, is worſe than any 
the former. (i) If, ſays he, Mater. Baptiſm be ſawing 
and the only means of incorporating into the Body or Chun 
22 bow did it happen that as in Mat. 3. 5. Jet 
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falem and all fades; add; ul tC Region Hil won: 
Jordan Were baptized" of John in Jordan;- nd alle | 
thoſe that; bis Diſciples Baptized, "both hill They wer 
with bim, apd after they came to Feſa; and Je it appears 
by Joſe Rus Z Antiquities the Jews, that wolf o them 
wiſhed by ſore Deſtruion,” and"fo fru gatbered into 
true Churchefellowſhi ;* . char it 4 (aid, Acts 1. 15. that 
che number. of the Names were da hündted and 
twenty; and4be Scriptures uo where ſay that Water-Bap- 
tiſm ſaved. one. Soul of theſe, "or, any after them. This 
Argument pue may almoſt. ſweat is of the Smith's _ 
own furbiſhigg as well as for fig”! But where to find 
either Head or. Tail in it, 1 de not well know. If 
any thing be meant d it, it muſt be this, viz, That 
becauſe moſt of thoſe 'Who were baptized by Jobn 
Baptiſt, and by his and*our-Saviour's Diſciples, were 
deſtroyed with a ſore Deſtruction, therefore Muter- 
Baptiſm is not the Chriſtian Baptiſm, or the Baptiſm 
which Sayes, Now to take no notice of feveralegre- 
gious Blunders which George Gibſon is here (guilty of, 
and eſpecially. in point of Hi#tory arti Chronolopy, it 
might be. [Een to, obferye,” that if this At | ment 
proves any thing, it proves ſomething that the D- 
kers will not be Willing to grant, viz. That the Bap: 
tiſm with" the Spit is Rot the Chriſtian'B: Tilt, oe 
the Baptiſm which Saves; finde it is evideng, that 
many of thoſe who, certainly were baptized- with the 
Spirit, even the Apoſtles themſelyes did likewiſe periſh” 
by a ſore Deſtruct ion. But art thou, George, ſo void of | 
Underſtanding, as to think chat no Bapriſni, can be 
2 ſaving. Chriſtian Bapciſm, unleſs it be à fence. 
againſt a ' Masker-ſbot, or a Canon- Ball? Good how, 
rally thy Senſes a little, or I ſhall think char tou; art 
fitter to diſpute in Badlam than any where elſe. Yal-- 
ways thought, that. the true End of Baptiſm Was to 
fave Mens Souls ; and if Water- Baptiſm be a MESDS TY % 
per and neceſſary to this End, let thoſe who are Pap - 
: tized wich it, be drowned. in a Ditch, cruſt'd, in 
lem i pieces by the fall of a Houſe,” periſh by the Sword, 
| 5 0 or 
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one Soul; it is true, and no one I believe ever de- 
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or by any other ſore Deſtruct ion you'll pleaſe to fancy, 
Water. Bevin will be 2 ſaving ith for all wy 
But it ſeems the Scriptures no where ſay that Maler- Ba. 
tiſin ſaved one Soul of theſe, or any after chem, By which 
if thou meaneſt that Mater- Baptiſm alone never ſaved 


nied it: But if thy meaning be, that the Seriptures 
no where ſay that Water- Baptiſm ever {aved one Soul 
in concurrence with other means, or that Watet-Baptiſ) | 
does conduce to Salvation as 4 neceſſary Condition of it, "tis 
a moſt notorious Falſhood, as.I bave already ſhewn 
from Mark 16. 16. and is further evident from the ex- 
preſs Words of the Apoſtle, Tit. 3. 5. He hath ſaves 
us by the waſhing of Regeneration, and 1 of the 
Holy Ghoft. And 1 Pu, 3. 21. Even Baptiſm doth alſd. 
no ſave us, not the putting away of the filth of the Fleſh, 
but the anſwer of a good Conſcience towards Gd. 


C. 21. But becauſe the Qua lers, and amongſt the 
reſt our Friend George Gibſon, do contend that thele 
two Texts are not to be underſtood of Vater“ Baptiſm, 
I ſhall in this place briefly conſider them. As ro the 
firſt, the Apoſtle has declared that we are ſaved by 
two things, viz. 1, The Waſhing of Regenera- 
tion; and 24h, the RET INg of the Holy Ghoft. 
Now I would deſire to be informed of theſe Men, 
what the Apoſtle means by The Renewing of the Holy 
Gho# ? *Tis plain (ar leaſt they will grant) that by it 
is meant that inward Influence or Operation of the 

Holy Ghoſt by which we are renewed in . the Spiris | 
our Minds, i. e. by which we are Sanctifyed and raf: 
ſed up wnto newneſ; of Life. Now in the Opinion of 
the Dwekers, thoſe Perſons who are thus renewed bY 
the inward Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, are bp 
tixed with the Holy Ghoſt. Wherefore they mull 


4 


Brant, according to their Principles, that the Apo- 
ſtle in theſe Words hath declared, that the Baptiſm 
with the Holy Gboft is one thing by which we are 


- ſaved, or one means of Salvation. Well: But wa l 
a 
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that other thing by which! Alſa ch e * . 
107 | 


we are ſaved, viz. The 
plain it muſt be ſome. 2 m. Put g een wich 
5 be tec: 


che Holy Ghats it cannot be, even 
ker: Notion of that Baptiſm 0 15 
the waſhing of Regeneration is 


hich, the ,2vakers pretend. is. be Torn 8 wache 
Holy Ghoſt, vis. B renewing, of the 77 Go a 
evident therefore, even according to the ririciples 


neration muſt hgnify the Waſbing, . Or. im 1 
ter ; and conſequently, that the Apoltle does 
in theſe Words that WWater-Baptiſm,, and and the e 
of the Holy Ghoft, are thoſe two Aid y whic 
are ſaved; exactly anſwerable to that Say ing = 


Saviour, Fol 3. 5. Except @ man be born of Water, 
of the Spirit, be cannot enter into che | Kingdom Fi G 


F. 22. As to ant other Text of Se. Filer, vou rig 

4 to conſider the foregoing Kooks, to know to 
what ſort of Baptiſm it belongs. For the Apoſile at 
the 2oth Verſe had been peaking. of Noah's Ark, 
wherein, ſays he, 4 few, that ij eight Souls, were ſaved. 
by Water, or rather * throvgh the Water, or out of the. 
Water, for it was not the Water, but the Ark that was: 
the Infrument of Saving. After which he immedi»; 
ately ſubjoins, The like Figure hereunto, even R Yn, 
dith now ſa ve ; Where the Greek Phraſe whi 
tranſlate the like Figure whereunto, oughit (ſays — 5 
and very rightly) 0 be rendred f the Antitipe where- 
of, which may ſignify contrary as well as like or parallel 
whereunto. Take it in this Senſe, and the Text will 
be as. full for Water-Bapriſm as pofüble. For then the 
meaning of the Apoſtle muſt be this, That whereas 
in u the Days of of 11999 Men v were | Urged by Water, 
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Hill not hold. However this 
_ cotfipariſon becween the Chriſtian Baptiſm ad Nt 
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68! the" contraty,. abe under che Goſpel Men te 
ve by Baptiſm, 4. e. 1) Warer, dat eſſe the Antibes 
Nl „ © However this be 1015 ee 
chat the Apoftle has in theſe Walde made ſome thre 


Flood. But if the Chriſtian Baptiſm be nat arr. 
Baptiſm, What ground can there be for the Ce 
ſon? He might have ſaid the like Figure wheres 
to, even Paith, or even Godlineſ;; dotti now REY 
well as'even-Bipriſms, if in Baptifiy. there be nd u 

of chat from whence he took dccaſion to ſpeak” of 
Baptiſm, i. e. Water. But, ſays"Barclay, (A) the Apis 
fle n this place doth ſeem eſpecially to guard again? thoſe 
who (induced by" thi Compariſt 29) Might efteem Waters 
Baptiſm che true Baptiſm of Chriff, For be tells , II, 
Negati vely, what it & not, viz. not a Putting away the 
filth of tbe Fleſb. 2dly, He tells us affirmatively what i; 
u, Viz. The Anſwer. of a good Conſcience towards God, 
Wich tim agree Georze Gibſon and his Friends, 5. 13. 
where'theſe very Words of Barclay are quoted. Bit 
how dogmarically do theſe Men aſſert that which 
ought to have been proved. I deny that the Apoſtle 
has affirmed either that Baptiſm. « not the Purring 
away of the filth of the Fleſh,. or that it & the An. 
ſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, Por [et 
his Words be conſidered. He firſt of all affirms of 
Bapriſm that it ſaves. The like Figure whereunto, even 
Baptiſm, doth now ſave ws, Then it follows, not, Mt 
putting away of the filth of the Fleſb, but the anſwet of. 4 
good Conſcience. "Which Words ought in all reaſonable 
Conſtruction to be (at leaſt they very well may be) 
referred to the Verb.ſaves, or doth_ [ave, a 
preceding, rather than to the Subſtantive Fa A 
which is more remote,” Tf ſo, then that which, the 
Apoftle ſays, is not, that the putting away of tlie filth 
of the Fleſh i: not Baptiſm ; nor yet that the Anſwer 
of a good Conſcience & ; but that the putting away 
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the Ranke a good . Conſcience; en. Thy 


muſt be thus interpreted , becauſe otherwiſe. t 
the anſi wer of 4 good Conſcience, being no true Definition 
of Baptiſm, either according to the Quater Nomon, 
or ours. That it is no true Definition, according to 
our Notion, Which, makes Baptiſm #6 Mater to, be 


tend, and is indeed very evident. And that it is 
true Definition, according to their Notion, -whic 
makes the Baptiſm with rhe Holy Ghoſt to be the Chri- 
{tian Baptiſm, may eaſily be proved. But there is 
no need to do this, becauſe the "Quakers themlelves 
have confeſs'd it, by ſuppoſing the An{wer of 4 goed 
Conſcience not to be the Chriſtian Baptiſm it ſelf, but 
the Effect or Conſequem of it. (1) How, ſays Georg 
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ence) E FFECTED, but by the Baptiſm with ;thp 


Barclay, in the Place above quoted: Now this. An- 


the Soul, and the Fire of bus ulgment hath burut up the- 
unrig bteous Nature; and thoſe in whom this Wark i 
mae may re be (aid to be baptized with the Baptiſm 
of Chriſt z i, e. of the Spirit, and of Hre. Where: you 
ee, that he makes the Purifying: of the Soul, and the 
Burning up of tbe unrighteous Nature, (as 
ſed to expreſs himſelf) to be the Baptiſm of the Spirit; 


and the Anſwer of a good Conſcience to be the Effe, or 


ſwer. cannot be, but where the other is: Which i 
chat the Baptiſm of the Spirit is the Cauſe, 
ne / of it. Now, ſince according to the Czakers own 
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(as he is plea- 
Conſequent of this Baptiſm: For he ſays, that 75 Hh 


Conceſſions, the Anſwer of 4 good Conſcience is not 
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Apoltle jnuft Fave, en a. downtight. Fare 
0 


the Chriſtian Baptiſm, the Quakers do earneſtly con- 


Gibſon, &; this (i. e. this Anſwer af, ©.89 Conſci-— 
kt 

Holy Spirit, and by that only? To the ſame Purpoſe, ' 

ſwer cannot be, hut where the Spirit of God bath puri 


T 3. OL FELT He 
one by the other. It is evident then, that what the 


ſave: For t 


denied of the other. 


| whole Force of it lies in a ſuppoſed Abſurdity, in 


ing; and the Meaning of the Apoſtle is plainly this 
- wiz, That tho? indeed he hiinſelf did labour, yet he 
Was not the nh Labourer ; but that the Grace of G 


- aſcrib'd that who!ly to himſelf, which ought moreovt, 


of St. Peter now before us. m_ ſaves us ; yet u 


Baptifm i ſelf, but che Efe# of it; it muſt be Tall 
to ſay, that Baptiſm is the Anſwer. of. 4 good Conſth 
ence; becaufe Baptiſm, and the Effect of Baptim, an 
diftin& Things, and cannot therefore be defin'd the 


Apoſtle has affirm'd of the Anſwer of a good Conſciqnit, 
muſt be what has been before ſaid ; vis. Thar it ſaver; 
by conſequence, 'whar he has affirm'd of tbe purting 
away of the = of the fleſh, muſt be, that it dogs us 
e Connexion Joes. plainly ſhew, that 

affirmed of the one, % 


LE 
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the very ſame Thing which is 


* 


F. 23. But this, perhaps you'll ſay, amounts 0 
much the ſame Thing: For if the putting away of th 
Filth of the Fleſh does not fave, it will follow, that th 
bade away of the filth of the Fleſh (or an outwalt 
ily Waſhing) is not . Baptiſm ; becauſe it is &: 
preſly affirmed of Baptiſm, that it does ſave.” Bit 
his Concluſion will by no means hold; for the 


that the Apoſtle fhould in the latter Part of the Sen. 
tence, deny that of Baptiſm, which he has affirmed 
it in the former.” But certainly, St. Peter will nor 
more contradict himſelf here, than St. Paul has f 
Cor. 15. ro. where he fays, But I laboured more abu 
dantiy than they all ; yet not I, but the grace of God thi 
was with me, This is exactly the — = of ſpeaks 


did alſo labour with him. I laboured ; yet not J. He 
corrects himſelf ; left any one ſhould ſuppoſe that he 


and more principally to be afcrib'd to the Gruce of "Gi 
And thus we may, and ought to interpret the Words 


Baptiſm ; vor the putting away of the filth of the py 
tt * 7. no 
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| Quu14'x & 118 Vindication. 4g | 
and more principally, the anſwer of a good Conſcience to- 
wards God. The Caution be here gives, is not, as 
Barclay very idly and extravagantly ſuppoſes, direct- 


ed to thoſe, who, by the Compariſon introduced in 


the foregoing Verſe, might be induced to believe 
that Water-Baptiſm was the true Chriſtian Bapriſm ; 
but to thoſe , who by his ſaying of Baptiſm that ie 
- ſaves, might be in danger of beheving that the bare 
outward Waſhing, or Baptiſm alone, would beſuffici- 
ent to fave them, without that iaward- Purity of 
Mind which is ſignified by that Ceremony. And 
this, I ſuppoſe, no ſober Chriſtian ever did, or can 
affirm. (ads Hüt . 


; and 
none of 


That the Words nat and but, do in Scriprure-Phraſe frequent- 


ly fig nify not only and but alſo, or- mere principally, is too plain 0 


need any further Proof. See Dr. Bennet Conf. Qual. Chap. 24+ 
(m) F. 10. n E | 
| W | G not 


Wo *KEPE YT" the 
not underſtand, or does not like, he calls Quibbling ;- 
at which rate, a Child or a Fool may anſwer any thing. 
But if this be true, why did not George Gibſon, or 
ſome of his wiſer Friends, expoſe theſe Quibbles? 1 
dare ſay, they would have done it, if they could 
have told how. And therefore, the plain Truth of 
the Matter ſeems to be, that theſe Quibbles are plain 

and ſolid Anſwers, which they dare not to look in 
the Face, becauſe they were not able to confute them, | 
The Reader may make himſelf a Judge of this Mat- 
ter, if he will but have Recourſe to my Conference. 
There they ſtand ; and there I perceive they are like 
to ſtand ;- for any thing that the Puakers have to ſay 
againſt them. 8 8 


F. 21. I ſhall ſtay no longer upon this Head, than 
whilſt I take notice of Two Things. The firſt is, 
George Gibſon's perſiſting to defend that ſenſeleſs Reply 
of Joſepb "Middleton to my Argument for Water-Bap- | 
tiſm, drawn from Mat. 28. 19. Go ye therefore, &c. 
viz, That the Word BAPTIZE, might in that 
place literally fignify Waſhing in Blood, as well as in 
Water. The Occaſion of which Anſwer, was, my 
prefling him with a Quotation from R. Barclay; 
where he expreſly contended, that this Text ought 
to be underſtood /iterally-; which he proved from | 
this Maxim; viz. That we ought not to go from the literal 
Fi Senſe of Words, unleſs ſome urgent Neceſſity forceth us thert- | 
i} unto: But no Neceſſity forceth in this Place, 8:c. Now, | 

ſaid I, if this Text muſt be underſtood literally, "as | 
3 ji R. Barclay ſays, it muſt be under ſtood of Water-Bap 
14 tiſm ; becauſe nothing elſe can be meant by Baftie 
ft, © wing in a literal Senſe, bur Waſhing in Water. To this, 
88 as I before obſerved, Foſeph Middleton very roundly 
reply'd, that it might ſignify Waſhing in Blood as well. 
This Reply of Foſeph Middleton, as abſurd as it is, I 
ſay, our Friend Gibſon undertakes to juſtify.” And 
how? Why, by alledging theſe Two Texts; with 
Rev. 1. 5. Unto bim that loved u, and waſhed us from 
| '” our 


are they | which. came out of grea 
them 
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our ſins in hir own Blood,,, And Chap. 7: Ver. 14. Theſe + 

t tribulation, and have 
waſhed their robes, and m ” white in the Blood of the 
Lamb. But hark you, George Did Chrift waſh us 
from our Sins by his Blood literally? Did thoſe, who, 
came out of great Tribulation, waſh. their 


and make them white in the Blood of the Lamb, li. 


terally ? Or was it poſſible for our Lord, to command 
his Diſciples to go and waſh all Nations in bis, or a- 
ny other Blood literally! I tell thee once more, that 
thou hadſt as good ſay, that Chriſt commanded his 
Diſciples to go and Waſh all Nations in Mine or Strong 
Drink; and if this were to be done by an inwar 
Waſhing, then for ought I know the Quakers may 
have as much Reaſon as any People to pretend that 
they are truly baptized. But I ſee plainly that theſo 
Men are reſolved to Face People down with the moſt 
glaring Abſurdities, rather than acknowledge them- 
ſelves to be in the Wrong in any thing they ſay 3 

which if it he not a Sign of the moſt hardned 2 | 
nacy, I know not for my part what is. To be ſhort,, 
the Qua bers pretend that che Baptiſm which the Apo- 
ſtles were here commanded to Adminiſter, was the. 
Baptiſm with the Holy Gho#t ; but this is impoſſihle, 
according to Barclays Maxim: For the Baptiſm with 

the Holy Ghoſt is a fgurative Baptiſm, as every one 
knows who underſtands common Senſe. Wherefore. 


it is a vain thing for the Qua bers to talk any longer 
of a Baptiſm in Blood ; for this Baptiſm in Blood muſt 
be either the ſame wich the Baptiſm, of the Spirit, or 
it muſt be a; Baptiſm diſtind from it. If the former, 
then it muſt be a figurative Baptiſm, and conſequent- 
ly cannot be the Baptiſm -enjain'd in this place. A 
literal Baptiſm in Blood 92 7 
could, it wauld do the Qua ers no Service; for then 
it would be a Baptiſm diſtin from the Baptiſm, with, 
the Holy Ghoſt; and conſequently the Quakers would 
be as much in the wrong in pleading for that, as we 
are in pleading for Water- Baptiſm, — But why do. 
6.10 Ga 4 thus 


ſuppoſed, or if it : 


(hat I have before juſt hinted at) George Gibſon's neat 


manded the Gentiles to be baptized with it. But then 


St. Peter! What ſay you now? Will you-fallow'® 


. 3 1 4 
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I thus gravely diſpute againft an Aſſertion which de- 
ſerves. only to be ridicułd? Who does not ſee, but 
thoſe who will not ſee, that Barclays Argument does 
not only overthrow the Quaker: own Doctrines, but 
does more effectually eftabliſh ours. For if the Bap- 
tiſm which our Saviour commanded his Apoſtles to 
Adminiſter to all Nations, was not the Baptiſm with 
tbe Holy Gbo#t (as it could not be by Barclays Rule) it 
undeniably follows that it muſt be Water- Baptiſm, be- 
cauſe there is no other Baptiſm but theſe two, that 
Ever was, or can be pretended to be che Chriſtian 
| Baptiſm ; as the 2uakers themſelves have (c) owned 
upon another occafion. LR. 


C. 26. The next thing I ſhall take notice of-is 


way of accounting for St, Peter's commanding the be- 
lieving Gentiles to be baptized with Water, afrer 
they were actually baptized with the Holy Gboft; the 
Hiſtory of which you have, Ad, 10. 48: (d) Nowy 
ſays he, as to the Apoſtle Perer's commanding the believing: 
Gentiles to be baptized with Water, after they had received 
the Holy Gho#t, ti granted. But let us conſider that tber 
# a ſtate of Infancy in Grace as in Nature; and Under- 
fanding was a gradual Gift to the Apoſtles as well as"ta 
others. Well faid George! This now is plain dealing, 
and ſhows what thou art, all at once. But it had been 
a little plainer if thou hadſt ſaid (what thy meaning 
moſt certainly is) that Peter did indeed believe that 
Water- Baptiſm was neceſſary, and for this Reaſon com- 


Peter was miſtaken, and wanted better Inſtruction 
which were he now alive he might have from Gum 
Gib/on and his Friends. Take notice of 'this, Rexwiny: 
and be aſtoniſhed! This Quaker ſxys, he knows whe” 
ther Water. Baptiſm be nec or not, better tun 
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Man that dares to ſet up his own Judgment und Un. 
derſtanding, in ition to the Judgment and Un- 
derſtanding of an Apoſtle? - But what wonder id it 
that this Man, who is only a Rerailgg of other Mens 
Ware, ſhould fall into this Error, When that'grand 
Heretick Barclay, his Maſter, has, tho more modeſt» 
ly, aſſerted the ſame thing ? + Althoagh, oY * he; is 
ſhould be granted, that for 2 ſeaſon they (the Apoſtles) 
were ſo far miſtaken, as ta judge Water to belong to 
tim, which however I find no neceſſity of 8 
not any e. Abſurdity would hence follow : For tu plain 
they did miſtake that Commiſſion (i. e. the Commillion 
to go and teach all Nations, c.) as to 4 main part” of 
it for a ſeaſon, ==— ſince ſome time after they judged it wn 
lawful to teach the Gentiles, Tea, Peter bimſelf ſcruplad 
it, until by a Viſion conſtrained thereunto ;" for whith; after 
be bad done it, be u for a ſeaſon, until butter informd; 
judged by the reſt of bis Brethren, The Force of which 
Argument lies Here. St. Peter, and together with 
him the reſt of the Apoſtles, actually were miſtaken 
as to one Branch of their Commiſſion, judging it un- [ 
lawful to teach the Gentiles, notwithſtanding they I 
were by their Cotnmifſions authorized and command- 
ed ſo to do, Therefore it was poſſible that they. 
might be miſtaken as to any other part of their Com- 
miſſion, and confequently ſuppoſe that the Baptiſm 
which they were commanded to adminiſter to alli. 
Nations, was Water-Baptiſm, when in reality it was | 
the Baptiſm with the Holy GhofF, A little after, he | 
ſuppoſes this not only to have been poſſible, but real- 1 
ly to have been the Caſe. For, ſays he, CY i 
of Water- Baptiſm) no wonder if Peter that thought ix ſo 
ſtrange, novwithflanding all that had beem profeſſed before; - 
and ſpoken by Cbriſt, het the Gentiles ſhould bt made yur © 
takers of rhe Goſpel — was apt to put this'Civemony ww = © 
them, George Gibſon argues exactly after che fine man- | 
ner. For immediately after he had àfledged, thut 16 
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of the Viſion. But this is not true; 


* 


J 


ſhewn him by an extraordinary Viſion; plainly inſinuating; 


Underſtanding was a gradual Gift to the Apoſtles 
he gives this for an Inſtance : Peter knew not that . 
Goſpel was to be (preached to the Gentiles, before it was 


that St. Peter adi iniſtred Water- Baptiſm, thro the like 
miſtake, by which he thought that the Gentiles welt 
not to have the Goſpel preached to tbe. 
(28H Sal 4 N64 r 44% a 
F. 27. But I do wonder in my Heart that Men ag 
not aſhamed to maintain ſuch ſcandalous Falſhoads! 
The Viſion they talk of can be no other than that of 
the Sbeet, Acts 10. which St. Peter ſaw immediately 
before he was ſent by the Spirit to preach to Cornelia 
But where do they learn that till then St. Peter did 
not think it lawful to teach the Gentiles ? I am ſure n 
ſuch thing is expreſly aſſerted, either in the Re hes 
ſal of this Viſion, or in any other place of Scripture! 
Nor do I clearly underſtand, by what way of arguitg 
they would infer it. What ſeems moſt likely tobe 
their meaning, and the moſt that can be ſaid, -is-this, 
vix. That if St. Peter had known before that it n. 
lawful for him to teach the Gentiles, he would have 
had no occaſion of being taught it by à particular Vis 
ſion; which Argument would have ſome Force in it; 
if ic did appear that this was the Deſign and Purpole 
for the End a 
this Viſion was only to ſhow, that the Wall of Parti. 
on, between the Fews and the Gentiles, was now iy. 
ken down, and thereby to rectify a miſtake which did 
at that time commonly prevail, vis, That it was not 
lawful to maintain 4 ſtrict and intimate Familiarity, and 
icularly to eat, with any but thoſe who were 
cumciſed. For Proof of this, the Reader need 9 
conſider the Viſion it ſelf, together with the 
St. Peter has made of it at the 28th Verſe of che 
Chapter above quoted; where ſpeaking to Cornelimh 
and thoſe that were with him, he ſays, Te know hw 
that it is an unlawful thing for a Man that is 
keep company, or come unto one of another Nation, i. e. ® 
4/614 0Þ © | E 
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bit 


phraſed) © Ye'knowthar the Laws of the Iewiſſ Re- 
it not a Few to "converſe" * familiar 


« ligion ' 
6e / with any Gemile. But God bath 


me that 1 


ſhould not call any man common or uncle. You fee hete 


that the Apoſtle concluded nothing from this Viſion, 


but only this, viz. That the Diſtinction between 


Few and Gentile was now wholly ceaſed, and conſe- 
quently that it was lawful for him to converſe or keep 
Company with both, with the ſame freedom and fa- 
miliarity. Now tis very conſiſtent to ſuppbſe, that 
St. Peter was ignorant of this; and yet at the fame 


time very ſenſible, that it was not only Lawful, but 


his bounden Duty, in due Seaſon, to preach the Go- 
ſpel to the Gentiles as well as to the Fews, For to 
teach is one thing; to eat, drink, and uſe any other 
more familiar Converſe, another; and conſequently the 
unlawfulneſs of the later, does by no means imply 
the unlawfulneſs of the former. There may therefore 


be a very good account given, why St. Peter was pre- 


pared to go to Cornelius by this Viſion, without ſup- 


poſing him not to underſtand our Saviour's Commiſſi- 


on. And indeed this Suppoſition is ſo very Extrava- 
gant, and attended with — many ill Conſequences, 
that it would be more ſafe and more rational to let 
this Difficulty ſhift for it ſelf, than to have recourſe 


* The Original is wm 8 N Meg z B which 
words, (ſays Dr. Lighrbory is . nderſtood as if a Few 


might have no dealing at all with a Gentile, for they might Walk, 


and Talk, and Traffick with them, and it was within a little of im- 
poſſivle to do otherwiſe, they living, exceed ing many af them, in 
Heathen Cities, and Gentiles came continually in way of Trade to 
Jeruſalem. But the unlawfulneſs of their converſing with the Gen- 
ies, was converſing in near and more cloſe Society, 'as the word 


92% ſignifyeth, and that eſpecially in theſe two things, d. 


Not to eat with them, and not. to go into their Houſes." Lightt, Com- 
ment. in loc, op. Vol. 1. p. 844. 1 thought it neceſſary to make, this 
Note, leſt it ſhould be thought that before this Viſun St. Peter judged if 
nawful to maintain any ſort of Communication” with the-'Gentiles ; 
which if it were true, he muſt of courſe have thought it unlawful todeach 
fem, becauſe teaching implies ſame ſors of cumerſe. 
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joined to go vis 739. xbguer vum, into all the wor 
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co ſuch a way. of ſolving it. St. Peter not knouß 


fore this Viſion, that it was lawful to preach co-the 


Gentiles ! How is this poſſible? Did not our Savio 


Commiſſion run, Go ye and teach, rm idr, A the 


 Natjons, i. e. all the Gentil? Were not the Apoſtle 
told expreſly, that they were to be witneſſes both in J. 


ruſalem, in Fudea, and in Samaria, and unto the ut- 
termoſt parts of the earth? Were they not ſtrictly en 


each the Goſpel to every Creature? Were they not plain 
y informed that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins {bay 
be preached in Chriſt's Name, «is . in, amy 
all the Gentiles ? Why, yes. But (if you will beließ 
Barclay) the Education of the Apoſtles as Fews, and. thei 
Propenſity to adbere and ſtick to the Fewiſh Religion, dil 
ſo far influence them, that even after Chriit's Reſurreſſin 
and the pouring forth of the Spirit, they could not receiny 
wor admit the teaching of the Gentiles, tho Cbriſt in 
Commiſion commanded them to preach to them. I do net 


_ deſpair of that Man's being able to ſwallow dont 


any thing, who does not nauſeate ſuch wretched n 
ſions as theſe ! For 1##, How could the Education d 
the Apoſtles, as Fews, give them this Prejudig 
when the Fews themſelves never thought it unlawhy 
to teach and inſtruct any ſores of Perſons in the PH 
ciples of their Religion. Even the Phariſees weg 
far from ſcrupling this, that on the contrary chef 
were, upon all occaſions, very forward to, and gil 
gent in it, compaſſing Sea and Land to gain Profeliit 
as our Saviour teſtifies of them, Mat. 23. 17. 16 
indeed a general Opinion at that time among i 

ewiſb Converts, that the Benefits of the Goſpel Wl 

long to none but thoſe who either were, ot would 


ſubmit to be cireumciſed and keep the Law. When! 
was that they were aſtoniſhed, becauſe that on the h 


tiles alſo was poured out the Gift of the Holy Gboſt, (Ai 
10. 45.) And that God ſhould grant to the Gentiles 
Hentance unto Life, Acts 11, 18. f. e. That thoſe ut 


were uncircumciſed, ſhould be vouchſafed the a 
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vileges with. enn were. 
— unlawful 8 

Embrace the Goſpel, . 1 8 
moſt exact amongſt e ew; never did or. could ſup- 
poſe. All chat 4 

Wee G . ticularly cath 
Men as e We may 
that St. Peter's tranſ 3 85 this. Rule, well "rhe. and 
only that, w which he was 2 by 5 
Chriſtians at Jeylelow, Fans came Frog C 

Thou weme#f in, aid they, 10 wen. uncjrcymeiſed, and 
didft eat wuith i IL. z. | Ip oh they. thought 
St. Peter had done amiſs, wy in that he had 11 
Hem 12 2 d, they would ha be the 

have blamed hin i 2 755 th „ 28 well Ry Ki 
7 — 2 ha e 5 he Apo 1 to 
u O have reiu diced a 
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Saviour had (£m his Aſcenſion taken ſufficient cate ; 
to remove this Prejudice. For I do not underſtand. - 


12 


what he could have done more, than to tell 
— 1 7 „ that their Buſineſs was N. 
, as well as to the Few: 
oo . 55 do more than once, is evident from 
Places that have been already cited, and whal 
Quakers 5 not deny. Wherefore 2 5 Al 
ing, that eee. all this, the Apotes. 9217 
nor 8 
better than 
Senſe ; forwwho 
leaſt doube g. 4 
when they had 


ne to be void af comin 
ee common Senſe, could in the 


995 havi 


ee 


from hisP Prince 2. 


_ 7 


circumeiſed, But that 31 
e the "Gemiles to 


obſerve, | 


of the Gentiles, i5 1 go - 


15 being lawful to teach the Gon „ 
ach full and expreſs 1 from 

E y. to command it, er 

One would: think that Man little better than 4 155 N 


ceĩy | 
Antal dor neo a Foreign Country- | 
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3 2 reaſonable Man to detert 1 rf 85 
| 77 55 f. the Caſe were 125 with St. 815 LY | 


' derſtand What good Effect the Viſion coal 05 
. upon him; for mefbinks a plain and expre 
1 on teceived from out Saviour before bs Meuse 
1 ' ould. weigh as 30 as any partictlat Viſion afti by. | 
Wards. But 34h, I ſhall 40 one Obſervation” mi 
Which will 155 5 Matter bey ond all Controferſhy; 
fich is, that Fact ſhews St. Dae not tot have den 
ſo very PR atbrant't as theſe Men would f 55 Him To 
it. Was this very Apoſtle who told the By ore. 
fore this Viſion happened, even at tile T | 
tecoff, that the Promiſe was to them and- 15 all the 
"were "afar . From whetice it is a; pliin as Works 
can make it, that in St. Pats Opi 11 6 I he 
; of the Goſpel were not to be confined t The 
but to be Wend to | alt Nation 17 8 5 W 
| ' conſequently, that Alt Nations wer A have'the Ub- 
peel preached to them Add to chis, that Before tit 
#1) Vibe happened, the Goſpel was - preached to the 
| Samaritans by St. Peter and IT; Wa ich anifeftly 
' ſhows, that they underſtood our Savioury 'ommiſh- 
on rightly. For it is to be obſerved, that our . 
A. 8 A Life-time, when go firft' of poor T 
the Twelve, gave them'ex reſs Orders not” to' go "Wt 
' the way of the Gentiles, ud 15 enter irs we 7 75 
2 _ Samaritays, Mat. 1 o. 95 171 750 nog 25 i) 
ame borh eb 1 


Samaritans were upon the 
for a time from having the Goſpel NEE to chen. 
Well, but how chen did ie Hep Au 
ing this Injunction, rhe: Ap rt, within 
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on required, inform the 
particular that it was neceſſary for them to 6 in 
in. Now I will put it co. au 17 of N Senſe, 

whether it was not neceſlary, Hat the Apoſtles,” 17 


the ver innin ol the reachin 6ulT'h aye 
been a ph Ribe Baptiſm It. Was ory 


e 8 nt it hs, betan 


Were 
; 55 Py 1 * 11 their 
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7, 8 WES”: 4 Ern lags ea 2 1 
their Buſineſs from the beginning was to Loy 
thoſe to whom they preached, and wo were there“ 
by converted to the Faith, Wherefore ff the Apoftl 

at their very firſt Entrance upon heir Office, Tl 
55 under any falſe Notions concerning the C 

ian Baptiſm, the Holy, Gboft, under whoſe imme 
diate Influence and Direction they were, would uff 
doubtedly have forthwith undeceĩved them, and g 
ſequently they could not be miſtaken in this Polit; 
no not for a ſeaſon. But in truth there was no man 
ner of Occaſion for the Holy Ghoſt to inform as 
Apoſtles what Baptiſm they were co Adn 5 | 


_ cauſe our Saviour had. dofle it before: The 
miſion to go and Baprize all Nation, Wis pivent 
Chriſt in bi own Perſon; the Apoſtles therefore 
then muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to have underſtood 
what it was fo baptixe; for our Saviour could not en- 
join them to do they Len- not har. Beſides, che N. 
poſtles_ made Proſelytes all the while during out" 
viour's Miniftty ; and they baptized choſe-whom they 
converted. And this 21 7 m which they admin 
ſtred before our Saviour's Death, was the futme wl 
they. were commanded to adminiſter after his Aſcen 
ſion; for we, read of no Alteration. Was it poffible 
then that the Apoſtles ſhould all this while have uot 
underſtood the true Nature of the Chriſtian Baptiſt 
when they practiſed it by dur Saviour's' Command, 
and were under his inimediate Care and Inſpection 
Why yes; tis but for the Qua kert to fuppole einer 
that our Saviour himſelf was for 4 Seaſon, 3. e. oi 
L.ife-time, miſtaken in bi own Baptiſm, or that Ws 
Apoſtles were more blind and untractable than e 
they theniſelves. 7 8 ; 5 398 11 ay 2 LB 
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. 29, The whole Mattet in brief is this. Own 
ing was (as Grorge ae! 4 gradual Gift to'the Ap" 
97 as well as to others, Th t is, their Knowledge 
ivine Things was riot communicated to them aF'*# 
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meet to the Divine Wiſdom to impatt t t nher 
Ttius,: for Inftarice, tbe A were not formed 


Inſtitutidn, till the Time came ttat the Genilal were 


to be called in ; us i cvident from: the Cnſe of gt. PH 
ter juſt ndw relleatſed. The Reaſom of which doubr: 
leſs was, that the Apuſties e who 
among ({tthoſe : whe had: keetv already Circumtiſet 
had no great Oxcaſion io determine ger that amd 
the reſt of the Eegal Rites were noceſſary ur nt 
And beſides, it night ſeem more fitting and und. 
nient to the Blaſſed Author of perry know: 
ing the Obſlinaty of that People, arid Tenkeid 
ouſneſs of their ancient Cuſtoms, tu ſuffer than im 
the Prattice of thehi for a while, rather than t wall 
ren them an invincible diſguſt to the new Orcont- 
my which was now to be Eſtabliſhed! But whates 
rer the Reaſons were, why it pleaſti Gbd to . 
ceal eit het᷑ this or any other Part f Ohtiſtiam Ka 
kdge for a time, chus much is certain, n That 
there were ſome Pants of it, which we cannot Wich 
out the utmoſt Abſurdity, and: che Higheſt Neflectson 
upon his Wiſdom, ſuppoſe notito have beeH contieitic 
nicated to the Apditles, from their very firſt Entranti 
upon their Miniſtry; of this ſore wre\wlichoſe P 
the Knowledge whereof was from the beg. | 
ESSENTIAH L to the Execitnmbof the pt 
Office. One of: theſe Bani moſt certainly was 
For the e = 2—.— 
and Baptixe all Nia iont, beginning. | © 
preaching che Gon til Weg Few... Now tht 
it was poſſible for the Apoſtles to g tu and 

the Jews, without knowin j = 
and the reſt of: the Fewiſn Ordinances were d 
to continue or not, yet tis plain itliat they could not 
poſſibly baprize the Teuir or ny elſe, withour n. 
miniſter, The Apoſtles therefore cod n more be 
EY | ignorant 


1 62 | ABD B L 43 to the 


it ſo long asxhis Argument of the (Stoker ſupplies 


ingly. Nay ,, for any thing v are told to the com 


ſtles had now for Seven Years: been Preaching 


rit of God bimſelf 2 Let any One now judge, herber 


iancirant what ag wascry hapri te / according to our S 
viours Inſtitution than they could be Igrioratc, whit 
it Was to preach. Much lefs could xheyibeignorannedt 


For. it deſer Ves well to be noted; that this Mn buy 
which St. Petctowas| talight that the Diſtinction be 
teen Jen and Gentil Was ckaſed, did not happen 
till che Year df: Chriſt XL. ot atiereabours} awbiah 
was VII. Yeats: after our -Lord's>Afcenfion All 
this Time, it ſeems, the Apoſtles were ignorant; 
whethet: Water did belong to the Eſſende. of the Chri 
ſtian Baptiſm or notg or rather) thid? Miſtake, :rhey 
had ſuppoſed that it did; and practiſed it acta 


trarys they were under this: Miſtake a gfear Ide 
longer; for they do not determine ho-) long c 
State of Infaney in their Undetſtaningi laſted, andrwhen 
it: Was that theit Eyes began to be opend. They 
only ſay in Renetal, (which by the way; we 
have: only cheir Word for “ chat 10 hey! did mor g 
way remain ninder-this Miſtake ; und cis they thin 
(al ſaſtaetb. Welliolet it ſuſte thoſe hot it vn fuß 
fice:: The Apoſtles were at leaſt ander this Miſtake 
till after the V ion p for it was alter the Viſjor,ochat 
St. Peter commanded Cornelius, alid his Company, 
baptized With Mar. That is to ſay, The «np 


Baptizing; ia vhich Time, they had one thrd Ft 
—— Fudes, und Samaria, i. el ag th Fei 
Nation, and yet all this while had beeti Ad mig 
ſtring a wrong Baptiſm What think you; Wade! 
E not this a moſt goodly Notion? Does it notes, 
peak a ſtrange Sort of Perverſeneſs in theſe 
that rather than give up a favourite Opinion, 
ſcruple not to reproach the Apoſtles, and even ti g 
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vrong d them, when I ſaid; that they ate i 
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2 indeed, besides rhe 1 that àre Ball 
enough; but 1:45 nor know df: a/ ( encept ĩt be 


profefs d Libe wier "vid bude 8 venced: Printiples 


which do ſo directx tend to unhnge Cbriſtianit 


open ſo wide à Gapito 0h 7 
deity, Let ſuch ds theſe a ee he 
h 


their way of Ar gf Bur ope 
1 4— 1 


ſon, as he cannòt bu wr 


Sort of Men they are; and how dn a Thing 
it is to follow chemi Our Saviour 1 —— 
promiſed his Apoſtles" that rbe/ Comforter ,' hows u 
Fathtr would ſind am hi Name, teach — 
THINGS, raps y tran 22 AI FTRUTH Te 
Meaning of which, can certainly! be no leſs chan 
this; vis. That the Holy Spirit ſhould; upon ul 
Occaſions, ſo influence and direct them, that: they 
ſhould be in no danger of being miſfaken in any one 
Thing that it was neceſſary for them to know. Bat 
was our Saviour as good as his Word? Did the Con- 
forter teach the Apbſtles 2 Things; and lead them in- 
to al Truth 2 No, ſay ae Sudawite di not! He 
faibd them in 6ne of the Effntial Toinrs of the Ghot- 
ſtian Knowledge He ſuffer'd them for man Years 
to adminiſter 4 rung Baprim Our Saviqur cm- 
manded them, to go and baptize all Nations wich 
the Holy Ghoſt They, contrary this Command, 
went, and baptiaed wirb Mater; atid all this thra mere 
Ignorance, and becauſe they knew no better Take 
notice, Friends," that ye now ſtand. charged not only 
wich Hereſy, but with downright A SP H 3 N: 
Clear "Your: {ſelves from it, if r + D Safe 
Van nn * * 
C. 30. I had like to have Nipe eben ang Thing; 
which indeed, for any thing öf Argument chere is 
in it, tf he rats deen omitted, bur: . 
count food AAA 
(+) -mallterred 
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aiadyerted' upon. () Peter's Gummand, ſays Sung: 
Gib/en, in the Place above quoted, (4.6: Act, 20 48) 
»bth; not prove Water-Baptiſm 1 46 veneſſary to ;Sabvatiqn, 
ar io be a Perpetual, Standing Ordinance. in the Church. of 
£bra#h, any more than his compelling the Gentiles to b ei. 
aumciſed, Gal. 2. 14. proves | the neceſſary Contimuante of 
Circumtiſon. This likewiſe” he - borrow'd- from H 
Maſter Barclay. (c). My, ſays he, dotb Peter com 
manding Cornelius ts be baptized at that time, infer Wa 
zer-Baptiſm to continue ; more than his conſtraining, bis 
is more than commanding, . the Gentiles in general toþe 
cirniumciſed, and keep the: Law ? Is it ſo, Friends, du ye 
ſuy ? Did St. Peter ever conſtrain; or compel the G 
tiles in general to be circumciſed, and keep the Law? 
Whete did ye learn thus much? Barclay quotes iv 
body for it, but leaves us to depend upon his ff. 
Libility. George Gibſon is more civil, and refers us 0 
Gal: 2. 14. Now Reader, pray turn to the Place, a 
admire at the Careleſneſs (if it be Careleſneſs hg 
theſe Men. The Caſe, as you will ſind, was ug p. 
cher chan this: St. Peter coming - down to + Avtine, 
here St. Paul (the great Apoſtle of the Geil 
avis, did for a time eat and converſe freely with the 
Genes; v. 12. This, - tho' (as has been beſote g- 
ferv u Y: it was what the Few: eſteem d to be a TH 
unlawful, was yet conſonant to the Goſpel-Liberty 
uunch St. Peter had lately been acquainted with 
the Viſion, wherein he was taught to al wp a 
commom or undlean. But notwichſtanding this, it ſeam; 
that upon the coming of certain Fewiſhi Chriſtian d 
"Antioch, St. Peter, for fear of giving Offence to th, 
began to ſeparate himſelf from the Gent iles 3 MH 
Practice of his had ſuch an Infſueneg over the 
that the other Jews diſſembled with bim likewiſe, inſonnd 
that Barnabas alſo wer carriell eway with tbr Dijhibws 
tion; v. 14, 13; Theſe Proceedings, if not un 
ptevented, might have been of ill Conſe quant 
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bringing Men into an that the Joan 
was ſtil} of Force ; which St. Paui percetving, with- 
food St. Peter to the. fare; und ſaid, If then being 
Few, liueſi after. the eee of the Gentil and mut as 
do the Fes ʒ why. conipellef# thou the Gentites 20 liweat do _ 
the Few» Vi 24. As if he had ſaid; / Thou halt 
© hicherto' eaten and/ converſed freely with the Gen- 
* tiles 3 why then doſt thou how ſeparate thy ſelß, 
« © and by this means compel (i. e. bring) the Gentiles 
to think ãt neceſſary for them to obſerve. the Cu- 
* ſtoms and Manners of dhe Feri? This waz che 
whole of the Caſe: From whence, 15. L ob ve, 
That St. Peter did not compel the G. in general, 
25 Barclay: has affirmd : Heicompell'd only choſe Gen- 
_ with whom be converſed'1 4. 1. che Gentites at 4nti- 
24h. Lack, How did Sk. Peter conſtrain; or com- 
3 the Gentiles at Amtioch,” to: be circumcis'd and keep 
the Law, ? Did he command them ? No: Bot, ſays 
Barclay, he did Irs — ore; for Conftraining is 
more than t is if you n ſuppoſe 
that St. Peter — them by maln Force, bound them 
Hand and Foot, and — them wherher they 
would or not. But with Robert Barclays Leave, the 
Conſtraint, or Compulſion which the Apoſtle made uſe 
of, was not only vet more; but 4 deal iet than 
commandiag.). For he voinpell'd: them no other wiſe 
than by his om Example, us appears evidendy-from 
the Context. St. Peter, und the Trad: of the Jenn, 
withdrew chemſelves from the Gene, The G. 
til obſerving chis, and not knowing the Grounds 
upon Which they did i ir, concluded with cliemfetves, 
or at leaſt — 5 concluding ; that the 
Jewiſh: Law was {til obligatory This Was what St. 
Paul call'd . - $0 thi if any rar, e rg 
tiles were actually compeſł d ir as only d 2 
a wrong Inference from St. Pat's Behavi 
not this nom fall a great deal ſhort of — 
Surely it dom. For- 2 St. Peter commanded rhe 
Gentiles to be n muſt have been Ril 155 


Law 
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and Deſire that they ſhould be circumcis d; becauſe 


cedſſary for them to be circumcis d, and yet at the 


-Antioch to be circumcis d; how does this prove an 


ceiſion is of perpetual Obligation. But this. Argument 


ter was preſent, and gave his Opinion q that the:Law 
of Circumciſion was no longer of- any Force. i 
therefore he did command theſe Gentiles to be ciccum- 
ciſed, it was for the ſame Reaſon that St. Panel 
cumciſed Timothy, via. becauſe, of ' the Fews:;: Andes 
(whatever St. Peter's Management in this Caſe was) 
is aſſign d as the Reaſon of it, V. 12. of this Chap 
ter; where tis expreſly ſaid, that Beter withdte d 
Himſelf, fearing tbem iwhich avere of | thei Ciremmeiſin 
The Qua lers will tell us ſometimes, thatithe Apollls 
enjoined Water-Baptiſm for the ſame Reaſon; and i 
they could prove this, they would do ſomethigg 
But I have, in my Conference, given: ſeveral: 
g N þ 


1 
. * 


a Command always implies a Deſire of the Thing 
commanded: Whereas St. Peter might, by his Beha- 
viour, give an Occaſion to the Gentiles to think it ne: 


ſame time not have the leaſt Intention to oblige them 
to any ſuch Thing. But, 34%. Suppoſe St: Peter hal 
even commanded (and, whatever Barclay ſays, I db 
not think he could have done more) the Gentiles At 


thing againſt Water-Baptiſm 4 Why thus: Af becau 
St. Peter commanded the Gentiles to be Baptized, it ſol- 
lows that Water- Baptiſm is of perpetual Obligation, 
it will follow, becauſe the ſame Apoſtle command- 
ed the Gentiles to be circumcis d, that therefore Cirrum- 


will by no means hold: Fot the Reaſon: why we 
lie ve Vater Raptiſm to be of perpetual Obligation, is 
not barely becauſe it was once commended, but becauſe 
it was oommanded 4 Tbing.neceſſary, i. e. an Eflen- 
tial Branch of the Chriſtian Inſtitution ; which 
more than can be affirmed of Circumciſion. Forlgs 
to St. Peter, he could not poſſibly enjoin Circumciſß- 
on to the Gentiles at Autioch, 4 Thing neceſſary ; be- 
cauſe it had been determined but 4 little before gt 
the Council of Feruſalem, (at which Council St. H. 


40 
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to ſhew the Vanity of this Objection 3 which Rea- 
fons, becauſe George Gilſon has hot beem ſa civil as to 
take any notice of, I ſhall therefore be no farther ci- 
vil to him, than to recommend them once more to 


SYS 10: een mne 
. zr. II. And thus much may ſuffice. t have 
deen ſpoken concerning the firſt Point; vid. What 
George Gibſon hath ſaid, in order to prove that Water-, 
Baptiſm & not the Chriſtian Baptiſm. The Second Thing 
to be confiderd, is, What he hath ſaid to prove, That: 
Baptiſm with tbe, Holy Ghoſt, ' 4. Perpetual Baptiſm.” 
Under which Head, he has attempted to make out 
theſe Two Things; vis. 1, That it ever was: 
24% That it ever is to be. Now, as to the former 
of theſe Propoſitions, the Reader is to obſerve, That 
herein he flatly: contradicts what Foſeph Middleton has 
already granted. For Feſepb Middleton (as may be 
ſeen, Conf. p. 20.) did grant, That the Baptiſm 
with the Holy Ghoſt gi. not commence till the Day | 
of Pentecoſt ; where this Man has given it as his 
Judgment, That ) there newer was 4 Prophet, or 4 
Righteous Man ſince the: Creation f the: Worldj but who. 
was waſhed and ſanct i ſied by the Baptixing Power of the 
Holy Gboſt; i. e. who was not baptized with the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. Is it not now a very ſtrange Thing, Res 
der, that theſe Men, who are at every turn cracking 
ff their Inſpirationt, ſhould; in a- Point of Doctrine 
herein, they ate preſs d by their Adverſaries, thus 
foully contradict one another ? Surely, George, the 
Spirit forſook either thee when thou wer't writing, 
or Joſeph Middleton when he was diſputing! — But 
{hall leave Foſeph Middleton and you to agree upon 
his Point between your ſelves, and-turn to your At- 
guments. Now, in order to ſhow that the Baptiſm 
1th the Holy Ghoſt ever was, George Gibſon-hach pro- 
luced ſeveral Texts of Scripture, in which the Gifts 
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of the Holy Ghoſt is ſpoken of, as having been dz. 
ſpenſed ro Perſons in all Ages. > Thus-itvis (aid 
of Simeon, that (e) the Holy Ghoſt was upon bim 3 01 
Jabn Baptiſt, that he (J) ſbaald be filled: with tbe H 
Ghoſt ; of Elizabeth and Zacharias, that they . 
(g) filled with the Holy Ghoſt ; of David, that the 
Holy Ghoſt (%) ſpake by bur Mouth. Laſtly, He quotes 
the Apofſtte St. Peter, affirming in general, that % 
old time, boly Men of God ſpalle as they were mD 
be Holy Ghoſt. Whence he concludes, (and indeed 
a wonderful Coneluſion it is) that che Gifts of dhe 
Holy Ghoſt were diſpenſed long before Peat, 
even in all Ages. For, ſays he, (4) Dowbtleſs Ab 
ham, the Friend of God, was. bonoured with that Gift 3 4 
alſo Enoch, Noah, Iſaac, . Jacob, Joſeph, Moſes, Ch- 
leb, Joſhua, and Cloud of Holy Ancients. Now: whit 
Pains has this Man taken to prove that which no 
body denies Did I ever ſay, that the Gifs; 'of the 
Holy Ghoſt have not been diſpenſed in all A 
Why, yes; if any Credit is to be given to n 
George Gibſas has ſaid. © For, ſays he, () Alte it u 
pid, Joh. 7. 39. The Holy Ghoſt was not yet-given; 
1 becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified; is it ſafes 
1 cdnclude from theſe Words, that it was given to none in a 
nf; degree, till Feſus was aſcended } — —- And again, 
6 | lirtle after: Ee (i. e. St. John.) did not: expreſs hi 
[| in ſuch a refrified Senſe, as to ſay, that the Holy: Gbult 
3 Was nat as yet given to any, till he (Chriſt) was aſeets 
1 ed ; for it appears to the comrary, from divers Plaety 
18 Scripture, And then he immediately quotes- Wow 
af: | Texts, which have been already referr d to- TW 
„ is a very plain Inſinuation, that I have concluded 
Wit that the Holy Ghoſt was given to nove in am dg 
i! | till Jeſas was aſcended ; than which, there canned 
| is | any Thing be more ſcandalouſly falſe. For I ha 
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the former | | 
mightily failed bim, 5 2 John oath 725 per 
vertingly to make them ſerve bas Afſertion,” That no one war' 
ice with the Holy Ghoit before the Day of Pentecoſt. No, 
Foe the failure is not in my but in ty 
Thou arte all this while beſides the Queſtion; 
nor is —— any Confequence in what thou ſay ft. 
That there was a Sandifying Gift of the Spirit in all the 
former Diſpenſations is true; and that thoſe whoi 
were by ſuch Gifts as theſe actually Sanctifyed or 
made Holy, might in ſome Senſe be ſaid to be clean- 
ed, waſhed, and, if yon will, baptized wich the ra 
hoſt, I do not deny; (although that ſuch Perſ 
r any other, were ever faid to be baptized with "th 
Holy Ghoſt, before our Saviour's Aſcenſion, I do 
ot find;) but it does nor therefore follow, that thoſe 
ho were thus Sanctifyed by the Holy. Ghoſt, were 
aptized with the Holy GhoR, i that Senſe wheres 
ur Saviour uſed that Phraſe, — promi ſad ir to hat: 
Diſciples under the New Tef amen. The Reaſon is; bo- 
— — — 
—— . 26. . a, 299115103017 you to 
| cauſe 
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eavſe when any Term is uſed in a figurative Senſe u 
moſt certainly the word Baptiſm'is, when applied 
the Spirit as'tHe Matter of it) it will admit of a8 mf 
ny different Significations, as there are "different 
Things whicli beat any Reſemblance to that whith 
the Word doth properly and literally expreſs. '/Now 
the Queſtion between the Qua lber, and Us, is not 
what may in any Senſe be called Baptiſm with che 
Holy Ghoſt, but what was acfualy called ſo by o 
Saviour, when he fail; Fobw truly baptixed with" I. 
ter, but ye ſhall be hapt ixed with the Holy Ghoſt; and 
Fobn Bapti t, when pointing to Je, he ſaid, Thins 
be ho haptixeth, or ſhall baptixe with the” Huy Glas 
This I ſay is the Queſtion; becauſe it is'upotr"theſs 
Promiſes, and no other, that the Duakers found'theit 
Doctrine, viz. That the Baptiſm with the Holy 
Ghoſt is the Chriſtian Baptiſm ;\ and-conſequently| 
can be of no manner of Advantage to them; althe 
be granted, that thoſe Gifts of the Spirit which hun 
been diſpenſed in all Ages, might, upon the accou 
of ſome reſemblance that there is between the Sandi 
fication wrought by them, and a liceral Waſhing be 
termed the Baptiſm of the Holy Gbot; unleſs it cans 
proved, that ſuch Gifts were particularly intended 
by our Saviour in that Promiſe. This thereforg's 
what George Gibſon ſhould provey if he would ſay nf 
thing to the Purpoſe; but this is impoſſible to d 
proved. For let the Quakers pretend what they wil 
that which our Saviour and Jobn Bapti t ſpake ofa 
der the Name or Appellation of the Bapri/m in 
Holy: Gho#, was not only peculiar to the Goſpel 
ſpenſation, but was not given before our 'Saviours 
Aſcenſion. This I have, in my Conference prove 
by ſuch plain Texts of Scripture, that I think itt 
not bear any further Diſpute. George Gib ſon has n 
taken notice of ſo much. as one of theſe Textig d 
flyly ſlipt them over as he has every thing elſe that 
of any Importance; he was afraid, it may bez ** 
Send in 
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ing (o) impoſed. upon; as he ſays FoſephMiddletop:: 
i. e. that they ſhould be ſo very full and conclufive 
of what they were brought to prove, that he ſhould 
be forced to yield it up whether he would ore nd, 
and then he would have been quite ſpbil d for wri- 
ting Vindjcations, In the mean time, till he can prove 
thoſe Texts to be incancluſive, he does: but face down 
the Scriptures, if he ſays, as he ſaid ri. That thers 
never f A Holy Prophet, or Righiteou Man, finte the 
Creation f the World, bur pho war baptized- withothe 
Holy Gf. For the Diſciples of Chriſt in his Life 
time were doubtleſs gend Men, and ſo were many of 
John's Diſciples; and yet tis 35> clear as any thing 
can be, that none of theſe wete baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt. Fabn-declares plainly;: that he did not 
baptize with the Holy Ghoſt; Chriſt promiſes this 
Baptiſm to his Apoſtles as a thing fururt, à little be- 
fore his Aſcenſion, 1 SHALL be baptized with the 
Holy Gho#t not many days bence >Now-from this Con- 
fideration it will follow. 1, That the bare partaking, 
or being cleanſed by the Sanctifying Gift of the Spi- 
rit, cannot be what our Saviour pfomiſtd under the 
Name of the Baptiſim with thei Holy: Glut; for: theſe 
Giſts the Diſciples; of obs, and of our Saviour, in 
his Life-time, were endued witkal, and were thete- 
by Sanctifyed. ad, Meither can the bate partaking 
even of the extragdinary or miraculom Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, be what our Saviour meant by the Bap- 
iſm with the Holy Gbaft; for theſe; likewiſe the Diſtĩ- 
les of Chriſt were poſſeſſed of hefore his Aſcenſion. 
But what then, you'll ask, is the Baptiſm with: the 
Holy Ghoſt, if che partaking neither of the ordina- 
y nor the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghaſt ve 
f Why, George ede by (great chance ſtumbled 
pon it at p. 25. tho” he does not know it, where he 
ſerves, and very well, That tho it was ſaid that the 
uy Gboft war not yet" gi ven, we are not to infer. from 
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thence; rhat it war nit given 205 42 fra. 
= 2/45 ofcintat lihdreier it was not — 
2757 Lal was after — aſcended. Now 
had George Gibſow made that Uſe of this Gbr 
and confider'd the whole Matter with that Care and 
1mpartiality Which he ought,” be muſt, if bis 
ment bad not mightily fail'd him, have "conclu 
chat What our Savſour and the Baptiſt ſpoke of unit 
- the Name of che: 22 with the Holy Gheſt, wa 
chat great and plentiful Effuſſon of the 1 
Gifts of the Holy „Which Christ was to 
fafe to his Church dp his Aſcenſiorn';'and chat ih 
Apoſtles partakingp of this great and plentiful Effull 
oh, by being endued with che Gife ol 8800 Ui 
yaw ir other extraordinary Endowments,” did 
= the Bapriſm with : ao Holy "Giſt and they 
DEANS baptized wich ft. gt 11 roy 
dn Nano N itt 
80 RY) This Wille vio 1 am 
frame concerning rhe/Bapriſat/with the Holy Ge 
ſo 25 co make ie conſiſtent with' Our daviours rom if 
und agreeable to thoſe other Texts of Seripture wi 
do make mention of it: Which being once ada 
of, my Aſſertion that the Baptiſm with the Halj 
Ghoſt was confined to the Apoſtles Days, A. e. began un 
our Saviour's Aſcenſion, and ended wich the Apoltl 
ſtands firm and immoveable. For as ie is certgin 
che Church of God was never in any Age dee 
bleſſed with ſuch a plentiful Bffuſion of the Gt 
the Holy Ghoſt : So *ris evident that neicher — 
Chriſtian Church enjo 5 ſich a e 
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St. Fobm, who was the laſt of them, died not till the 
.Year of Chriſt C, by which Time the extraordinary 
Preſence of God's Spirit with his Church, which 
had for ſome time before been gradually decaying, 
was in a manner wholly removed, there being nowWw 
no farther Occaſion for it. For the Ends of this ex- 
traordinary Preſence of God's Spirit, were to give 
Teſtimony to the Truthand Divine Authority of rhe 
Chriſtian Religion, and to qualify the Apoſttes and 
others to preach the Goſpel ro all Nations; both 
which Purpoſes by this time had been very fully and 
effectually anſwered. ' *Tis true indeed, (as George 

Gibſon hath obſexved) that our Saviour hath promiſed |, 

to be with his Church ahvays, even to the end f he 

World; and has told us that the Comforter was to abille 

with us for ever, Accordingly there can be no Queſti- 

on, but the San#ifying Gifts or Graces of God's Spirit, 

have and will be difpenſed to Chriſtians in all Ages. . 
This George Gibſon has taken great pains to prove, 

5. 27, 28, 29. where he has heaped together abun- 

dance of Scripture Proofs to ſhew, as he expreſſes 

himſelf, the Perpetsity of rhe Holy Spirit's inthwelling,” and 

virtuous cleanſing ; which is the chief of what he hath 

ſaid ro demonſtrate, that the Baptiſm with the Hoh 

Ghoſt ever was fo be. But all this is nothing to the 
Purpoſe ; For how does it follow, that the Baprifih 

with the Holy Ghoſt ever, « to be, becauſe the Sancti- 

fying or Cleanſing Gifts of the Spirit ever are to be; 
any more than it follows, that becauſe the Sanctiſy- 
ng Gifts of the Spirit «always have been diſpenſed, 
therefore the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt ever wa? 
The latter of theſe Concluſions I have already ſhewh 
to be weak and inſufficient, dy proving that thoſe 
danctifying Graces of God's Spirit, which were di- 
ſpenſed before our Saviour s Aſcenſion, could not be 
What our Saviour meant by the Baptiſm” wich the 
Holy Ghoſt, The former Concluſion muſt there ore 
e 25 weak, unleſs Grorge Gibſon'can'provey thar cheſt 
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Sanctifying or Cleanſing. Gifts which are, and al. 
ways will be diſpenſed, are what our Saviour means 
by the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt; which as-yer 


I do not find he has fo much as attempted. And in- 
deed it will be to no purpoſe to attempt any ching ad 


' Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, which has been altes. 


by the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, be that  extrgw- 
dinar)j Preſence of the Spirit which God did wouchſafe tu h 


general Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Religion, tis plain 


tenſions to be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, (in o 
Saviour's Senſe of that Phraſe) by vertue of any } 


ſon has taken notice of, (and that is the only ane) 
that ſeems to afford ſome colour for extending the | 


the Words of St. Peter, who preaching to the; Few 
and thoſe. other devout Men out of every Nation 


ſays, The Promiſe # to you and to your Children, and taal 


not only might be, but actually was miſtaken, in ide 


this kind, cill he has overchrown that Notion of the 


dy laid down, For if that which our Saviour meant : 


Church in the beginnings of the Goſpel, in order to the firlf 


that no Man in theſe Days can make any juſt Pre- 


Gifts or Graces of the Spirit whatſoever. 


C 33. There is indeed one Text which George Gl. 


Baptiſm wich the Holy Ghoſt to all Ages. 1 meas | 


Heaven, concerning the Effuſion of the Giſts of dhe 
Holy Ghoſt at Pentecoft; and telling them, that this 
was the Accompliſhment of our Saviour's Promile, 


that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God ſhut 
call, Acts 2. 39. Now before I give my Anſwer 
this Objection, I can't forbear obſerving, how-ealily 
it might be taken off, would the 2uakers but allow 
me the ſame liberty that they have taken themſelves 
For why might not I here make uſe of George Gib 
Maxim, viz. That there is-a State of Infancy in Gra # 
well as in Nature, and Underſtanding was a al Gif 
20 the Apoſtles, as well as to others? R. Barclay, and with 
him George Gibſan, would perſuade us, that St. Han 
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Extent of our Saviour's Commiſſion to go and.,teach # 
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Natiom, &c. Now why may not I as well ſu i | 
poſſible, 'thar che ſame Apoſtle was alſo miftaken,;as .. 3 
to the Extent of this Promiſe concerning the Baptim IH 
with the Holy Ghoſt? But this way of removing 1 
Difficulcies is really ſo ſcandalous, that were there no 

other way of removing this, I ſhould think my ſelf in 
Conſcience obliged to give up my Point. Yea; t Gd | 
be true, and every Aan who oppoſes him s Lhar. And: W | 
therefore, to give that which 1 look upon to be the: | 
true Anſwer to this Argument; I muſt deſire my Rea-: 

der to look back to Verſe 17, 18. of the ſame Chaps: 

ter from whence this Text is quoted; Where he will 

find a Prophecy of Joel, cited by the Apoſtle upon 

che very ſame occaſion, Tba, 12925 he, i tbat which 

was ſpoken of by the Prophet oel: And it ſhall come c 

paſs in the laſt days, ſaith God, that I ill pour du any; 
Spirit upon all Fleſh; and your Sons and yar Dangbtert; 
ſhall propheſy, and your : young Ae ſhall ſee Viſimt, 20nd. 
jour old Men ſhall dream. Dreams, &c: Do but obſethe 
here the Extent of theſe Terms in which this Prophe- 
cy is expreſſed: i I will pour out my: Spirit «pep; all] 
fleſh ; your Sons and your Dayghtero ſhall Propheſy Aud) 
yet it is evident as well from the Nature of die Gifts, 
here mentioned, as from ſeveral other Circumſtances; 
that this Promiſe was by no means either ani venſal or: 
perpetual, but limited to that particular Period of Hime, 
between the Beginning of the Goſpel, and the Endo 
the Fewiſh State. It cannot therefore be inferreds} 
that the Baptiſm wich the Hoſy Ghoſt was do- 
be perpetual from hence, viz. That the Premiſe s 
ſaid to belong to them and to their Children; an 
more than it can be infetred, that the Gift of Pros) 
phecy was to be perpetual, becauſe it Was promiled} . 
to their Sons and Daugbters, i. e. to their Childrens! 
And as to the Univer ality of the Promiſe, it ſeems! 
to be plainly limited in the very words of the 
Text. For it is not ſaid ab{olarely, it ſhould be 
fulalled upon a; but upon all, even as mant the, 
14 ſbould cal. Wherefore the Senſe of the Apoſtle) 
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ſeems to be this; That the Promiſe of the Baptiſh 
with the Holy Ghoſt, was not limited to any p. 
cular Nation or People, as many of God's Promiſe 
before had been; but did belong to all Nations, 9 
of which God would chuſe ſuch Perſons, as ſhould 
to him ſeem moſt proper, :i and pour upon them ide 
ſame Gifts,” which they then ſaw. poured forth upon 
the Apoſtles and others. And this was exactly . 
rifyd in thoſe early Days: For ſome Perſons, on 
of every Nation under Heaven where the Goſpel wa 
planted, had ſome one or more of theſe extraondi 
nary Gifcs beſtowed upon them. | e 


F. 34. T have ſaid enough, I think, to anſwer al 
thoſe Arguments, by which the Quaker: have endes 
vour d to prove, that the Baptiſm with the Holy Gholt 
is a Perpetual Baptiſm; and wichal, to wipe off tua 
Aſperſion which George Gibſon and his Brethten hut 
caſt upon me; vix. That I have limited she cla; 
Gift of rhe- Holy Ghoſt to One Generation. For it appem 

what has been ſaid, that what! I have limited & 

ie Generation, is not the cleanſing Or ſanct ifying Gil 
of the Holy Ghoſt; but that which: our Seviduriand 
Fobn' Bapriſt ſpoke of, under the Name of the Hani 
with the- Holy Ghoſt; which 1 have all along fü 
poſed (and I hope proved) to be ſomewhat very ii 
ſtinct from thoſe Gifts or Graces, by which Mena 
ſanctifyd or made holy. But if I have not p 
ved this, my bare ſuppoſing it, is enough to clear ms 
from this Calumny : For if I do ſuppoſe the Bapiila 
with the Holy Ghoſt is ſomething diſtinct from tho 
Gifts or Graces by which Men are ſanctify d or alt 
holy; it cannot be inferr'd from my denying: 
former to be perpetual, chat I deny the lattet io N 
liesi, t nente 1-2 bad 


F. 35. III. And now, I hope, little needs be ad 
ded upon the Third Point; viz. To reconcile dh I 
'S of Baptiſm, as explain'd by me, with the Dahl 


the Church of England. For the only: Ground of 


— 


Church of England, and all other Proceſtant Churches 
upon this Point, is, my Arguing (as he ſappoſes) fon 
the Uſe of Water, excla 1 the Spirit 41. 6. as he 
explains himſelf, My C) 
the Holy Spirit, is 15 ficient 10 wa 


Soul- from. Sin, and 


ſon has fill'd about Two Pages in his ( Beck, with 
Paſſages cited from our Liturgy. and Chureb-Caterhiſin, 
wherein the Neceſſity of being regeneratęd hy the Spi- 
rit, is either ſuppoſed; or expreſſy aſſerted, in Oꝑpoſi- 
tion to me, whom he pretends to have denied it. 1 
did once ſoppgie that this might be only, x Bun 
of him and his Friends, in noc taking notiee of the 
Diſtinction I always made between being baptiz4d 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and being regenerated by the 
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thoſe who will but take the Pains, juſt to run over 
my Conference, will find enough ſaid, to ſecure 
one from drawing ſuah an Inference as vhis; unleß it 
be thoſe who are reſolvd to draw it, whether 


preſly aſcribed Faith and Obedience. to the imward Ope- 
rations of God's: Spirit. At P. 31. where Feſepb M4545 
dletan urged that Text of St. Paul, Rom. 8. 9. New if 
any man have not the Spirit of Cbriſt, be it none of bi 3 
| expreſly. declared, Tbat 20 one cen be a living Men- 
bo of Chriſt's Church, alle d d ele of the- Giſh 
F Graces, of God's Spirit. And there it was that E 
nade the Diſtinction between being baptized: with 
he Holy Ghoſt, and being r generated by the Holy 
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or, ſpeaking of the Reformed Churches, he ſaith, 
c) They do not affirm Baptiſm with the Holy /Ghoſt, and 
Regeneration, to be Tws diſtin Things, And again; 

— —u—-¾— EE En 
(4) P.36 (5) F. 33, $64 © P. 32. 


Qu ARK EAS Vindication, 7 
George Gibſon's, charging. me with Conttadicting tha 


ing, that Water, | without 
conſequencly to ſave them. Accordingly Gearge/Gibe 


Holy Ghoſt .: But, upon Second Thoughts, I can 
ſee no Room for this Charitable Suppoſition, Ber 


be any Ground for it, or not. At P. 26. Ihave e, 


hoſt. All this George Gibſon. could take notice of. 
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(4) Where is the Advantage of this Rector ! Leni 
that be boaſts of; affirrhing, that Baptiſm with tbe He 
Ghoſt, and Regeneration, are Two diftint# Things ? This 
ſhows plainly, I ſay, that George Gibſon took my Di. 
ſtinction right: And who, but thoſe who are wil 
fully blind, muſt not have ſeen by this Diſtinction, 
that it is my Opinion, that this Regeneration, ot in- 
ward new Birth, is neceſſary to Salvation, as well 
the outward Waſhing with Water? And yet "not- 
withſtanding theſe plain and expreſs Declarations to, 
the contrary, the Man has the Aſſurance to tell me, 
that I have argued for the'Uſe of Water, excluſive of the 
Spirit! Oould this be Miſtake ? No, George, thou 
knoweſt in thine own Conſcience, that thou haft 
moſt groſly abuſed me; and I pray God to give thee 
Grace, that thou may'ſt repent, and be forgiven.” 

„. 36. Zut does not our Church's Teaching that 
the Regeneration of the Spirit is perpetual and ne- 
ceſſary, prove it to be the Doctrine of our Chareh, 
that the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt is perpetual 
and neceffary ? Not in the leaſt ; unleſs it could be 
proved to be che Doctrine of our Church, chat thi 
Regeneration is the Baptiſm with the Holy Gholt 
But this cannot be proved. For tho? it be true whit 
George Gibſon ſays; vix. That our Church (0 
not affirm, that Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, ani Regen 
ration, are Two diſt int Things; nor yet deny, that "by l 
ving the Spirit, Men are baptized with the Holy G 
t it is alſo falſe what he affirms elſewhere, vit 
hat it does (f) attribute the Eſſential Means of Su 
vation to the | Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, by the Mat 
Regeneration: Or, as he ſays à little aftet, Th WW 
Cburch- Belief ſhews, that the Spirit: Baptiſm and Nene 
ration are one. That it does attribute Salvation to ll 

outward Waſhing with Water, and the inward San 
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Aification of the Spirit, I grant. But then, whe- 
ther this inward Sanctification of the Spixit is, or is 11 
not the Baptiſm with the Holy "Ghoſt; in the Scri- | 
pture· Senſe of that Phraſe, our Church has not 
(that I know of ) any where determin d. It is true, 
we are exhorted in the Office of Publick Baptiſm, 
to call pon God, that the Perſons to be Baptized, may 
be baptized with Water, and avitbtbe Hoh Ghoft. This 
George Gibſon has taken ndtice of; and would (1 
ſuppoſe) infer from thence; that it is the Do&ring 
of our Church, that Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, it 
and Regeneration, are one and the ſame Thing. Bug | 
this Conſequence does by no means follow. For if I! 
it be ſuppoſed, that the Compilers of our Liturgy 
did not think Regeneration to be the Baptiſm with 3 
Holy Gboſt, in the Scripture-Senſe of that Phraſe; 
there will ſtill be Reſemblance enough between Re. 
generation and à Proper Waſhing, to warrant the Uſe 
of that figurative Expreſſion: And 'tis-/by no means 
neceſſary, that hen a Scripture-Phraſe is made als | 
of, it muſt always be uſed exactly in the ſame Senſe _ | 
wherein the.. Scriptures have uſed it. Beſides, ſup» 
poſing that it was the Opinion of thoſe who comp | 
led our Licurgy, that Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, : 
Regeneration, ate one and the ſame Thing; what, 
would fain know, is all this to me? Am I bound to 
ſubſcribe to every private Opinion which thoſe Men 
had? I muſt know a Reaſon for it, e're Ido. Had 
our Church made this Doctrine an Article of Mini- 
feria Conformity, ſomething might be ſaid. But this 
it has not done ; there being nothing either in the 
Canons, Articles, or Public Offices, which does oblige 
me either to believe my i ſelf, or teach it to others, 
phat thoſe ordinary Gifts of God's Spirit, by which 
Men are regenerated, are what the Scripture means by 
de Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt. + 100 i 
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gerd den Requeſt ; which was, (gz) 'Thet I 
fhew in plain Words, what: particular Obel bien Sec bolt 
#be Doch ine of | Water- Baptiſ in tbe Manner 1 have an. 
wot) For it appears, "has the Church of England 
olds the Doctrine of Water-Baptiſm in this mantier; 
and conſequently, that notwithſtanding any thi 
thou haſt to alledge againſt me as to this Point; 
am a true Miniſter of that Church. Thou haſt u. 
ken great Pains ( as I have before obſerv'd ) to make 
the World believe that I am (5) 4 Roman Caries 
lick, who ba ve 1 my 4 as #4 Minifter of th 
Prote pant Church of England, for 4 Benefice. But Whit 
Foundation is there for this Black Imputation ? Why, 
nothing but what I have already ſnown to be a mel 
filthy Slander ; viz. That I have reſtricted "the 
eleanſing Gift of the Holy Ghoſt to One Generation 
only. For thus thou ſayſt, (i) It 35 beyond my Know 
Re that ever any Chriftian Sect abſolutely reftrielth 
Gift, &c. ſetting up the Baptiſm of John # he 
IF Ghoſt' ; except it was the: Church of "Rowe 
Ay, George; and it is my R and 
ny one's * elſe, that the Church of Rome 1 
— They do not ſet up Foby's Baptiſm 
Chrifs Baptiſm; nor do they reſtrict the ele 
. Gift of the Hol! Ghoſt to One Generation; Pit 
thy Deſign is to blecken ; and becauſe thou knew 
very well, chat a more odious Name than that of i 
Roman-Carbolick could not poſſibly be given me, thoy 
wer't therefore reſolved that I ſhould ve it, tho 
the Expence of a Slander even upon the Papi H 
ſelves. "Were it material, I could retort the Cu 
of Popery upon the Ouakeys ,' with far more ſtice 


than they have, or can lay ir againſt me; then 
18 not a more near Reſemblance between che Pan 
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Gave e, 


and the Child, than hos between ſome. of yy 
Daling : pinions of that what 1 the Vi- 
leſt C Bags) of ts” ha 


ſhall forbear an Matters of this Kind 18754 ie 
' ſufficient;to have 


avs: 985 15 G | 
Gibſan ſays that. have Fe a 1255 aut e 7 
of all Prote burebe 40 general, wy Es of Achs „ 
Church of England in. parc Tay ; they 
are George Gibſch z and his Fi 7 7 broke due 
from the pech of 90 570 9 Churthes,," by re. 
ſecting che, wholl ſome. Qrd of 
Fung, 910 110 room wh them, 1 
lnyentions. of, their gun 
what particula 10 00 bref: 
Bapti ba 6. anner. 
me that; Church, From t 
8 my which pl 
| be ts, W 18875 
| acram SF ing; I 
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Reformed Pars, 7 8 noe [: 
ſo you may. 
together may be Peres anf 


Superſtirian. nd; Singulair eve the N 
Reformation. 18 being 12 TY meat (and 
ef elſe can bY ee that. s either honourable, 
or juſt the lay ing aſide 0 err ar Thigh urch 
1 | Tons and ho bolging | all. 8 and Fut 

1 l Hoktbes of Tab = 0 5105 T will fand by 
ie that Fexws, Turks, and: 1ofidels; ma AERO 
ae, With 45 much Rea D125 you. Fob 4 


00 P. 36. (05 „ 
u: 


a — —— — — V 


e 


| : 5 el 0 * 8 * L =P 1 | 
9936 Wherefore Fr end, thou dia i tice) * 


3055 600 ſogn, and wer t too conceited of thy Patfors 
mance, When thou did'ſt cry out in that 5 


manner, ( Where i our ſmall Friend Stebbing now 1 
by Watet, and confiying the Baptiſm with he Holy Gho 
the ApoFtles Days? vi might anſwer , by asking, 
46: 4 is now our Friend Gibſon, with his Blood, * 
with his ſtanding it out againſt the moſt plain 
of Scripture, that there neyer was a,Righteous V 
ſince the Creation, but who was baptized with! ts 
Holy Ghoſt. . But I dare. not mention the Blood 
our Wider in ſo light anal ludicrous a manner, us | 
muſt be forc'd to, 40, Were 1 Hg go.abour to ridicy 
that [CIS of Falſe 0 and thine 'as it 1 3 
Jeryes ;: And tho thdu hat at every pore taken, upon 
thee to ſeoff 1585 Jer: at that Sacred'In ſtitution,, 2 
7 -htÞ er know, Valin Man, that thou us 


Arbe e dreadful bu al of "him, 
e 5 fakes 1352 Rs 0 705 rags 


upon. God grant, ch at 110 
* Day; aud that cf Luts TY 1155 09s whe 
1 this, and the reſt of ih e "Falſe and 3 ian. 
tt nets, by. Which 175 1 Yeceive atid ſeduce the 
| | Wi 1 85 cauſed ody of Chriſt, may hor 
Lol b KN aid, fox our, ar Char Aae 0 you, I charitably 
| think, 1 10 mber of thoſe, for whom 
F Jeu will plead 5 chg Facher, in that compaſſionate 
4 Interceſſion which he put up for his Crucifiers; Father 
F "forgive them, for they kndw not what they do. But for the 
eſt, they would do well to conſider choſe terrible 
Words of our Saviour; It mu## needs be, that offentt 
come; hut woe to that man, by whom the offence cometh : 
It were better for bim, that a milgone were hanged about hi 
neck, and that he were drowned i in the depth of the ſes. 


F. 39. I have ſaid enough, I think, to anſwer G 
Gibſon's Book. Would J have taken notice of ever} 


1 ( F. 33˙ ” 


thing 


4 
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thing, I might have ſaid a great deal more. But the 
5 perhaps will think have comp ineheed Him: 
too far already; and really I ſhould" be of the' fame? 
Opinion ay Git were not the Principles of theſe: 
Men more formidable thay his Defence of them.“ 


<< 


But I cannot forbear repeating it, that the 2 
hers are 3 VA dangerans.' Set. 'Their Wird doth 
ut as doth 4 Canker, and threatens che Ruin of 
We cannot therefore be rod diligent in oppoſing 
them; for ſuch Diſtempers as theſe er 
by Forbearance, and ſpread themſelves by being de- 
ſpiſed. The weak Efforts which, theſe Men make 
when they are attacked, oughit not always to ſecure 
them from fürtbef Notice. For tho” it be no Advan- 
tage to the Great and the Brave, to tread do wꝗ/ A Con- 
temptible Foe ;_it may yet prove an Act of Charity 

to ſome of the weaker ſort, who being either affright- 

ed or beguiled into an Opinion of his Strength, 
might otherwiſe be drawn into an Alliance with him, 
and follow him to their own Deſtruction. I could 
wiſh, that what has been ſaid might prevail with the 
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4 Quakers at leaſt to be ſilent; tho how to expect it 1 
„ laow not. For it has been a conſtant Method with 
"8 theſe Men, inſtead of confating, tb weary out their 
* Oppoſers with their Impertinences, and then to Tri- 
us umph as if they had come off Conquerors. It is 


very likely that this may happen to be my Fortune; 
believe that one ſuch Book 


and to ſay the Truth, | 
eh Anſwering, will go near 


more, as I have now 


5 to do the-Buſinels.... Amongſt them 

. of Candor and Ingenuity, who is able to manage a 3 

| hi Diſpute with ſome udgment and Diſeretion, under- 
7 Wake the Controverſy, chere would be ſome Encourages Þ | 


ment to proceed; But tis intolerable to ſacrifice a Man 
Time and Pains, to a Parcel of 1 and Shame. 
leſs Wrerches, WHO have not Senſe, enough to under- | 
ſtand an Argument, nor the Charity coithinkthar any. i 
hing can be ſomuch rr meant that is offer d againſt 
nner E33 
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them. Wherefore, I fay, if che Qual. hays LN W500 


to decide thy 
5, e. by getting the left N 
quick Din will he 
more, or ſome body li 
And 
have done thus much, 


Controverſ 


b 


that time, 1. „ 


after their uſual manner 
org, the only way to make 1 


50 bv 5 
5 N d 
125 


fo el L Sake 1 
112 ho are; and cohſe- 


nvincel what 


an none ſort of, 


vently, will readily;excuſe me from taking any far- 
k 4h Notice of, them. 175 Men are Once come to 
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